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CHAPTER I 



THE CALL OP THE APOSTLES 

^^ And vhen U w<u day. He called urUo Him His disciples: and of 
them He chase twelve; vMm also He named Apostles,** — LuKB vi. 13. 

** Christ said not to His first conyentiole, 
* Go forth and preach impostures to the world/ 
But gave them truth to Duild on ; and the sound 
Was mighty on their lips ; nor needed they, 
Beside Uie gospel, other spear or shield, 
To aid them in their warfare for the faith." 

Dants. 

1. The call of the Twelve Apostles marks an important 
epoch in the history of Jesus. From the beginning of 
His public ministry He had been in the habit of sur- 
rounding Himself with a band of followers^ to several 
of whom He addressed at an early stage the formal 
call to discipleship. But as the area over which His 
Kingdom extended grew wider^ and the need of more 
organized assistance became apparent^ Jesus resolved 
to set apart a limited number of His more immediate 
companions to be trained for the carrying on of His 
work, and to be witnesses to Him after He Himself 
had left the earth. 

1 
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2 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

It was a serious and responsible step^ upon which 
very much of the future success of His whole mission 
depended; and in accordance^ therefore^ with His 
regular habit at all great crises in His life^ the Lord 
first sought guidance and counsel in solitary com- 
munion with His heavenly Father. Leaving behind 
the disciples^ He " went out into the mountain" evidently 
some well-known mountain^ and now usually identified 
with the Horns of Hatttn^ two lofty peaks not far 
from the western shore of the Sea of Galilee^ and 
there " continued all night in prayer to God ** (Luke vi. 1 2). 
And then when morning dawned He summoned to 
Him^ ^^ whom He Himselfwould" a striking phrase which 
suggests forcibly the free exercise of the Saviour's 
will ; and out of those who answered His summons He 
again " appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and 
that He might send them forth to preach, and to have 
authority to cast out devils" (Mark iii. 14^ 15^ R.V.) 
(note l). 

2. It is possible that the new name of Apostles was 
not actually given to the Twelve at this time; but 
there can be little doubt that either now or later it 
was imposed by the Lord Himself (note 2). And 
certainly no name could bring out more clearly the 
true character of the office He had just created. For 
"apostle" means hterally "one sent forth/' an am- 
bassador who not only carries a message^ but who 
represents the sender^ and has a definite work to 
fulfil. Hitherto the Twelve had been "disciples," 
learners only ; henceforth they were to be "apostles," 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE CALL OF THE APOSTLES 3 

missionaries^ carrying to others the truths they them- 
selves had learnt. 

Nor is it possible to doubt that in the particular 
number whom He selected for this task^ the Lord was 
influenced by the symbolic associations of the word 
^^ twelve." For it was to the twelve tribes of Israel that 
the Apostles were in the first instance sent (Matt. x. 
6, 23), and over the larger Israel, whom these tribes 
represented, that they were afterwards promised 
to rule (Matt. xix. 28). And even if at the time the 
Apostles were thereby encouraged in the delusive hope 
of a literal restoration of their nation to political power 
and independence, this was more than compensated 
for in Jesus' mind by the associations established 
between their new mission and God's past dealings 
with their fathers, and the unconscious testimony 
borne to Himself as the Divinely appointed Messiah. 

3. Of the men included in this " glorious company " 
we have no fewer than four lists in the New Testament 
(Matt. X. 2-4; Mark iii. 16-19; Luke vi. 14-16; Acts 
i. 13). No two of these lists exactly coincide, but on 
examination it will be found that the twelve names fall 
into three groups, in each of which the same four 
Apostles are found, though not always mentioned in 
the same order. The first group, which is invariably 
headed by Simon Peter, includes also his brother 
Andrew, and James and John, the sons of Zebedee. 
The second, headed by Philip, comprises in addition 
Bartholomew, Matthew, and Thomas. And in the 
third, in which James the son of Alphseus is always 
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4 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

firsts and Judas Iscariot always last^ we find also Judas 
the son of James^ or^ as he is sometimes called^ 
Thaddseus^ and Simon the Canansean. In subsequent 
chapters we shall have to turn to the characters of 
these twelve men individually^ in so far as we can 
form an idea of them from the Gospel pages^ but in 
the meantime it may be well to notice more par- 
ticularly what were some of the more important 
reasons for their being thus specially chosen and set 
apart. 

4. And we begin by noticing that Jesus chose the 
Apostles ybr His onm sake. Son of man as well as Son 
of God^ He longed amidst the loneliness and difficulties 
of His earthly work for a few chosen friends to whom 
He might make known His purposes^ and with whom 
He might share the deeper secrets of His heart. And 
backward though the Apostles proved themselves to 
be^ often as even the most elect among them failed 
Him^ and that too at the very times when He might 
most have looked for their sympathy^ as amidst the 
glory of the Transfiguration (Luke ix. 32), or during 
the agony in the Garden (Matt. xxvi. 36 ff.), it is touch- 
ing to ol^erve how through all the Saviour clung to the 
society of these humble men, and rejoiced in their com- 
panionship. Witness for example His pathetic question 
at an anxious crisis of His ministry when many were for- 
saking Him, ^^Will ye also go away ? '* or as the force of 
the original words may be paraphased, '^ You do not 
wish to go away too, do you?" (John vi. 67). Or 
again the emphatic tribute that He paid to their 
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THE CALL OF THE APOSTLES 5 

loyalty just before His death with its accompan3dng 
promise^ "Fe are they which have continued (have per- 
sistently continued and do continue) with Me in My 
temptations ; and I (on My part and in return for your 
loyalty) appoint unto you a kingdom, even as My Father 
appointed unto Me** (Luke xxii. 28^ 29). 

5. But it was not only on His own account that 
Jesus chose the Apostles^ but still more for their own 
sokes. The story of His intercourse with them^ as the 
Evangelists have preserved it for us^ is the story of a 
gradual schooling on His part, and of a gradual growth 
on theirs, into the full privileges and responsibilities 
of their high office. Inree influences in particular 
were at work in securing this result. There was (1) 
the personal association of the Twelve with their 
Master ; (2) the direct teaching which they received 
at His hands ; and (3) the share they were allowed to 
have in His work. 

(1) Of these three influences the first was un- 
doubtedly the strongest and most enduring. It 
was ^^ that they might be with Him ** (Mark iii. 14), in such 
closer association as was impossible for the larger body 
of disciples, that Jesus called the Twelve. And we have 
only to think of what day-by-day companionship with 
Jesus must have meant to understand how gradually, 
and none the less surely because unconsciously, a change 
would be worked in those ignorant but loving and 
receptive men. It was a change to which, as we know 
afterwards, even the members of the Jewish Sanhedrin 
could not shut their eyes when, beholding the boldness 
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6 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

of Peter and John^ they ^^ took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus " (Acts iv. IS). 

(2) But while personal association counted for so 
mucn^ the influence of direct teaching on Jesus' part 
must not be lost sight of. Not that that teaching was 
conveyed in the way of detailed dogmatic instruction^ 
which was wholly alien to the Saviour's general 
methods^ but rather in the quiet dropping of pregnant 
words, "seed thoughts" they have been well called, 
which set the Apostles thinking for themselves, and 
so led them on into " tiie truth** as they were able to bear 
it. This was one reason at any rate why Christ made 
such use of parables, which were evidently intended to 
sift His hearers, and could only be rightly understood 
in proportion to the pains bestowed upon them (c/1 
Mark iv. 10-12). And the progressive nature of His 
whole method of revelation was further shown in this, 
that not until His Apostles had gained a certain 
amount of spiritual capacity, and risen to a true con- 
ception of His Person, did He begin to unfold to them 
the more mysterious truths regarding His death and 
rising again (Matt. xvi. 21 fT. ; Mark viii. 31 fT. ; Luke 
ix. 22 fF.). Here as elsewhere the law of His Kingdom 
was, '^Whosoever hath, to him shall he given ** (Matt. xiii. 
1 2). Or as the same law found expression on another 
occasion from a slightly different point of view, " If any 
man willeth to do His [God's] will, he shall know of the 
teaching, whether it be of God, or whether I speak from 
Myself* (John vii. 17, R.V.). 

(3) The third element in Christ's schooling of the 
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THE CALL OF THE APOSTLES 7 

Twelve lay in the active work in which^ along with 
Himself^ they were privileged to share. Often doubt- 
less, as in the case of the greater miracles, their part 
was little more than that of spectators : though even 
here it is significant that Jesus made use of their 
assistance whenever possible, as when in the feeding 
of the five thousand He entrusted to them the 
distribution of the loaves and fishes (Matt. xiv. 19)- 
But there were other times, as on the occasion of 
their first great missionary journey, when the Twelve 
were sent forth two and two by themselves (Mark vi. 
7 ff.), and when the story of what in His name they 
had been able to accomplish would fill their Master's 
heart with the same keen sense of joy that He experi- 
enced on the successful return of the Seventy (Luke 
X. 21). In His disciples' zeal the Saviour saw the surest 
pledge that the power of evil in the world was indeed 
broken, and the future triumph of His Kingdom assured. 

6. For, once more, it was for the worlds sake that 
Jesus called the Twelve. They were, as we have 
already seen, to be ^^ apostles," missionaries, ambassa- 
dors, and the truths which their Master taught them 
privately in the ear, they were one day to proclaim 
upon the house-tops (Matt. x. 27). 

Not indeed that at first the Apostles ever thought 
of their mission as world-wide. During their 
early companionship with Jesus, their labours, like 
His, were directed almost exclusively to their fellow- 
countrymen, who by their previous history and train- 
ing might be expected to be most fitted to receive 
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8 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

their message. And it needed the Ascension^ and^ 
above all, Pentecost, to bring home to their 
minds the full meaning of the parting charge, *' Go 
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations" 
(Matt, xxviii. 19, R.V.). 

But though this was so, the fact remains that 
from the time of the first choice and sending forth 
of the Twelve, the Church of Christ received its 
stamp as a missionary Church. Christ declared then, 
and for all time, that the disciple who remains only 
a disciple, is faiUng to reach his highest privilege, 
and that not until his discipleship has passed out 
into apostleship, and the desire to learn been com- 
pleted by the desire to teach, will his own Christian 
faith fulfil itself. 

How completely those of the Apostles, of whom 
we know most, came to realize this, we must again 
leave to the study of their individual lives. Mean- 
while, we may conclude this introductory chapter 
by noticing how admirably fitted the Apostles as 
a body were for the great task of ^^ witness" to 
which they had been called (John xv. 27). They 
were simple, truth-loving men, with no special 
prejudices of their own to warp their judgment, 
or interests of their own to serve. Had it been 
the intention of Jesus to found a political king- 
dom, or to promulgate a system of doctrine, thdr 
obscurity, on the one hand, and their ignorance on 
the other, might have proved serious obstacles in His 
way. But these veiy facts tended only to gain a 
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THE CALL OF THE APOSTLES 9 

more ready credence for them^ when it came to 
be the telling of a plain tale of what they had seen 
with their own eyes, and heard with their own 
ears. Unlike as the Apostles were by nature, 
widely different as were their intellectual and moral 
qualifications, they were at least at one in the 
testimony which they bore to their Lord. And 
the true function of Apostolic witness has been 
summed up for all time in the words of the last 
survivor of the little band, " We beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father;" 
^* That which we have seen and heard, declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ'* (John i. 14 ; 1 John i. 3) (note 3). 

Notes 

1. The chronology of the Gospels is, as is well known, 
verv uncertain ; but it seems probable that while the first 
call of the disciples, recorded in John i., was in the spring 
of A.D. 28, and the call of the four to a more active disciple- 
ship in Matt. iv. 18-22, a few months later, the actual 
appointment of the Twelve did not take place until early 
in A.D. 29, about a year before Christ's death. 

2. The words, ^^ whom also He named Apostles " are wanting 
in the Authorized Version of Mark iii. 14, and are only 
placed by the Revisers in the margin ; but they find a 
place in the Greek text of Westcott and Hort, and are 
indubitably a part of the true text of Luke vi. 13. The 
'' also ^' should be noted, as apparently marking a separate act 
from the election. For the history and usage of the word 
^^ apostle,^^ reference may be made to LighSoot, St PauTs 
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lo THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

EpUtle to the Galatians, 10th edit^ pp. 92 S,, and Hort^ 
The Christian Ecclesia, pp. 22 flf. 

3. On the qualifications of the Apostles for their work^ see 
especially chap. viii. of the Rev. Henry Latham's suggestive 
book^ Pastor Pastorum, or the Schooling of the Apostles by our 
Lord (Cambridge : Deighton, Bell & Co., 9th edit., 1901). 

The literature dealing specially with the Apostles is by no 
means so extensive as might have been expected, but in 
addition to the relative sections in the Lives of Christ and 
the articles in the Bible dictionaries, the following books 
may also be mentioned as likely to prove useful to the 
student. Cavers Lives of the Apostles (new edit., Oxford, 
1840) is an old book, but contains valuable material, especi- 
ally in the references to patristic and other early writings. 
The late Prof. A. B. Bruce^s well-khown work on The 
Training of the Twelve ^Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark, 6th 
edit., 1894) is perhaps the most elaborate work in English 
on the subject, but it is rather a treatise on the teaching of 
Christ than on the characters of the Twelve. More popular, 
but very interesting and comprehensive, is Mr C. E. B. 
Reed's The Companions of the Lord (London : The Religious 
Tract Society) ; while more particularly for homiletic pur- 
poses reference may be made to The Apostles of our Lord, by 
A. M. Symington (London : Hodder & Stoughton, 1880), and 
to "ZTe Chose Twelve /'by J. Elder Cumming,D.D. (Stirling: 
Drummond's Tract Depot). The early Church legends 
regarding the Apostles will be found in a convenient form in 
Mrs Jameson^s Sacred and Legendary Art (London : Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1890). 

Points fob Inquiry 

1. Trace the use of the word ^^ apostle*^ in Scripture. 

2. Examine in detail the four lists of the Apostles con- 
tained in the New Testament. 
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ST PETER II 

3. Ck>mpare the directions given to the Twelve in Matt x. 
with the directions given to the Seventy in Luke x. 

4. What did St Peter lay down as the qualification of an 
Apostle after the Lord^s Ascension ? 

o. Discuss St Augustine^s question^ '^ Are we less happy 
than those who saw and heard ? " 



CHAPTER II 

ST PETER THE ENTHUSIASTIC APOSTLE 

"Jesus looked upon him, and said, Thou art Simon the son of John : 
thou shalt be called Cephas {whu^ is by interpretationf P«fer). "—JOHN 
i. 42, R.V. 

** Whatever else might be superadded, enthusiasm was, and always 
must be, the basis of the true apostolical character." 

Stanley, Sermons arid Essays on the Apostolical Age. 

" God ! set our feet low and our forehead high. 
And show us how a Man was made to walk. 

E. B. Browning, Aurora Leigh, 

1. In all the lists of the Apostles Simon^ or as he is 
better known by his surname^ Peter (note 1), occupies 
the first place^ and in tracing the story of the Twelve 
it is natural^ therefore, to begin with him, although 
his brother Andrew was actually called before him to 
be a disciple of Christ. 

Of Peter's early life it is sufficient to notice that he 
belonged originally to Bethsaida (John i. 44), but 
afterwards removed to Capernaum, where he occupied 
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12 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

a house of his own along with his wife^ his wife's mother^ 
and Andrew (Mark i. 21, 29) (note 2). By trade 
he was a fisherman, a hard and — on a land-locked sea 
like the Sea of Galilee, liable to be swept by sudden 
storms — a dangerous calling, demanding in those who 
followed it both courage and self-reliance, so that if 
the future Apostle was not trained in the wisdom to 
be found in the schools of the Rabbis (Acts iv. 13), in 
the sterner school of life he received a no less needed 
equipment for the work to which he was to be called. 
2. We shall learn again more particularly how that 
call first came to Peter through his brother Andrew. 
In the meantime we would only notice that in the 
first instance it was a call of a very general character, 
and in the case of neither brother involved the 
abandonment of their old home and work. That 
came later, when Jesus, who had by this time learned 
the brothers' capacity for higher service, appeared 
to them while engaged in their usual work, and sum- 
moned them to be '^Jlshers of men " (Matt. iv. 1 8, 19). It 
is probable, though the point is not quite clear, that 
this call was immediately preceded by the miraculous 
draught of fishes, which led to Peter's despairing cry, 
^* Depart from me , for I am a sinful many Lord,* as he 
thought of his own sinfulness in the presence of such 
holiness and power. But if so his fears were quickly 
overborne, and with that sudden rebound from one 
state of mind to another, which we shall find to be 
characteristic of his conduct throughout, so far from 
wishing any longer to be separated from Christ, he 
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ST PETER 13 

with Andrew ''left all and followed Him'* (Luke v. 
1-11). 

3. What time elapsed between this call to disdple- 
ship and the final call to apostleship (Matt. x. 2 ||) 
is uncertain^ but probably it was about five months^ 
which were spent by Peter partly in Capernaum^ 
partly in joumeyings with Jesus through Galilee. 
But in any case^ no sooner had he been named as an 
Apostle^ than we find him beginning to occupy the 
foremost place amongst his fellows^ not^ let it be 
remarked once for alX through any express appoint- 
ment by the Lord^ but simply on account of Ids own 
inherent character and attainments. 

How well entitled indeed Peter was to act as leader 
his noble confession at Cflesarea-Philippi in itself proves. 
The Saviour^ it will be remembered^ in the course of 
one of those missionary journeys by which He was 
preparing the Twelve for their future work, had taken 
a wider circuit than usual^ and crossed the heathen 
borders of Tyre and Sidon (Matt xvi IS ff. ||), and 
the remoteness of the district and the consequent 
comparative quiet from disturbing influences had led 
Him to seize the opportunity of imparting to His 
chosen followers some of the deeper aspects of His 
teaching. For no sooner had they reached Csesarea- 
Philippi, the northernmost limit of their joumeyings, 
than Jesus pointedly raised the question of His per- 
sonal claims, which hitherto He luul kept so much in 
the background, as He asked, ^' Who do men say that /, 
the Son of man, am?" The variety of the answers 
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14 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

which the disciples were able to recall showed alike 
the interest Jesus' coming had awakened^ and at the 
same time how far it had been from being rightly 
understood. But when, setting all these imperfect 
answers aside, Jesus further pressed the question, 
this time on the Apostles themselves, ^^ But who say ye 
that I am?** Peter, ever foremost, made reply, and we 
may take it that he was speaking in the name of all, 
" Thau aH the Christ, the Son of the living Godr We 
must not read into the words more than Peter himself 
intended by them, but they were at least a full con- 
fession of the Messiahship of the Lord, and of His 
Divine call to His Messianic work ; and as such they 
were rewarded by the solemn beatitude, the only 
beatitude which Jesus pronounced on an individual, 
^' Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, hut My Father which is in 
heaven. And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build My Church " (Matt xvi. 17, 18). 
It would take us altogether beyond our present 
purpose to enter upon any discussion of the con- 
troversies to which these words have given rise. 
But if we look at them with unbiassed minds it 
seems impossible to doubt that the rock here 
spoken of is St Peter himself, or perhaps we 
should rather say St Peter viewed in the light of 
the great testimony he had just borne. For it was 
the conviction and the zeal of which his words gave 
evidence that determined the Apostle's place in 
supporting the stones of the new Israel His Lord 
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ST PETER 15 

was about to raise^ and which^ in proportion to the 
degree in which they are dispkyed amongst Christ's 
followers^ still entitle them to Uie same praise. In 
the well-known comment of Origen^ ^^He who has 
Peter's faith is the Church's rock; he who has 
Peter's virtues has Peter's keys" (note 3). 

4. Certainly^ to return to Peter's own character^ no one 
who looks at his subsequent life as a whole can doubt 
that he fully deserved his high place as the chief 
Apostle^ primus inter pares, the first amongst equals. 
Not indeed that his position was unaccompanied by 
grievous falls and shortcomings^ as even the present 
occasion was to witness. For no sooner had the Lord^ 
encouraged by this first open confession of His glory^ 
proceeded to show the disciples the sufferings and 
death through which alone that glory could be reached^ 
than Peter^ impulsive as ever^ burst in with the ex- 
clamation^ " Be it far from Thee, Lord : This shall not 
be unto Thee" (Matt. xvi. 22.) But such ** kindly 
patronage/' even when prompted by true affection^ 
could not be allowed to pass unreproved. And it was 
in one of the severest sayings recorded in the Gospels 
that Jesus rebuked His forward follower. Instead of 
proving himself ^Hhe rock-foundation of Messiah's 
Israel" he had become ^^ Messiah's stumbling-stone^" 
and instead of showing himself acquainted with the 
mind of God, he had yielded to a temper wholly 
of the earth. 

That the lesson burned itself in upon Peter's 
receptive soul we may be sure, and if, follow- 
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i6 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

ing what seems the best arrangement^ we insert 
at this point in the Gospel narrative the short 
passage from John vi. 66-71, we see how quickly 
Peter's faith reasserted itself. Dismayed by the 
Lord's intimation that the way which He and His 
disciples must tread was the way of " the cross " (Matt, 
xvi. 24), many of Jesus' more timorous disciples 
" went backy and walked no more with Him " (John vi. ^), 
But such desertion was far from Peter's thoughts^ 
and in answer to His Lord's direct question to the 
Twelve, " Will ye also go away ? " he, as representative 
of the rest, replied in words which showed how 
far he had advanced from his first ^^ Depart from me " 
(Luke V. 8), ^^ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life " (John vi. 68). 

5. After this there is no detailed reference to Peter 
until the week of our Lord's Passion ; but the different 
occasions on which he is mentioned bring before us 
the same impulsive, somewhat undisciplined man, ever 
prompt in action and impulsive in speech, though lack- 
ing a little perhaps in clearness of spiritual insight. 
Thus on the Mount of Transfiguration, even while the 
mysterious vision was proceeding, Peter broke in with 
the inopportune suggestion to make three tabernacles 
for Jesus and His heavenly visitants (Matt. xvii. 4). 
And the eminently practical bent of his mind which 
these words reveal comes out still further in his ques- 
tions regarding the scope of the parable of the watch- 
ing servants (Luke xii. 41), the number of times a 
brother should be forgiven (Matt, xviii. 21), and the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ST PETER 17 

reward in store for the Twelve on account of their 
self-renunciation (Matt. xix. 27). 

It is still too^ to pass on to the closing scenes of 
Christ's life^ the same Peter who meets us in the 
Upper Room at Jerusalem^ refusing at first to allow 
Christ to wash his feet^ and then^ as the meaning 
of the rite was unfolded to him, eagerly praying, 
" Lord, not rmffeet only, hut also my hands, and my head " 
(John xiii. 9)^ or later on, inquiring with all his old 
literalness as to the "whither" of the mysterious 
going regarding which the Lord had been speaking 
(John xiii. 36). While this latter question had the 
further significance in Peter's history, that it was 
in connexion with it that he received the warning, 
which at the time must have seemed to him so 
uncalled for, that he would thrice deny his Lord, 
a warning which, as St Luke tells us, Jesus accom- 
panied with the significant promise, that in the 
time of trial which was awaiting all the Apostles, 
He had made special intercession for him, His fore- 
most follower, that his faith might not utterly fail, 
and that when once he had turned from his temporary 
fall, he should strengthen the brethren (Luke xxii. 
31 f.) (note 4). 

6. Over the fall itself it is unnecessary to linger, 
unless to utter a protest against the emphasis that is 
sometimes laid upon it, as if it were the principal thing 
by which Peter is to be remembered. No one was 
more bitterly conscious than the Apostle himself how 
grievous a fall it was. Few could have risen so 

B 
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triumphantly from it to increased useAilness in the 
Master's service. But this Peter was enabled to do^ 
because there was nothing of a cool^ calculating policy 
about his denials. They were not the real expression 
of the thoughts and intents of his hearty but were 
wrung from him almost unawares^ gradually involving 
him in a mesh of deceit^ from which escape seemed 
to be no longer possible. It is but another proof of 
the truth of which the Bible is so fuU^ that men's 
greatest failures often occur in connexion with what 
seem to be their outstanding virtues^ and that it is 
the man who ^^ thinketh he standetk " who has to take the 
greatest ''heed lest he f all*' (1 Cor. x. 12). 

7. It is significant of Peter's character that^ notwith- 
standing his denials and the bitter grief they were 
causing him^ he did not separate himself from the 
other Apostles^ but that on Easter morning he was the 
first of them along with St John to visit the sepulchre^ 
and actually the first to enter the empty tomb (John 
XX. S IF.). So far was he^ however^ from imderstanding 
the truth of the Resurrection that he could but '' nxmder 
with himself at that which was come to pass " (Luke xxiv. 
12), and it needed the special appearance of Christy 
which was granted to him alone later in the same day 
(Luke xxiv. 34 ; c/! 1 CJor. xv. 5\ before the sorrowing 
Apostle realized the reality oi the Lord's glory^ and 
the extent of His forgiveness and love. 

His public restoration to his apostolic office quickly 
followed^ and in the threefold charge laid upon him 
in answer to the threefold assurance of love the 
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memory of the threefold denial was for ever blotted 
out (John xxi. 15 IF.). Nor were the personal issues 
involved in this new charge hidden from the Apostle^ 
as in solemn tones the Lord foretold the martyrdom by 
which his life-work was to be crowned, in words that 
have been finely paraphrased thus — 
" ^ To-day thou girdest up thy loins thyself 
And goest where thou wouldest : presently 
Others shall gird thee/ said the Lord, ^ to go 
Where thou would'st not/ — He spoke to Peter thus 
To signify the death which he should die 
When crucified head downwards." 
8. Many years were, however, to pass before Peter 
thus ^^ glorified" God. And meanwhile, as the sub- 
sequent references to him in the New Testament amply 
prove, he nobly obeyed his Master's parting charge, 
and followed Him in the active warfare and work of 
life. It is impossible in our present limits to go over 
these references in detail, but they will be found on 
examination to show the same primacy among the 
Apostles (Acts i. 15 fF. ; v. 1 IF.), the same zeal in his 
Master's service (Acts ii. 14 ff., 37 ff.; iii. 12 ff.), the same 
boldness in defending his Master's glory (Acts iv. 8 fF. ; 
v. 29 fi'.)> and, alas ! on one notable occasion the same 
unaccountable drawing back at a great crisis in the 
Church's history (Gal. ii. 11). And yet the more we 
think of it, the more we marvel, not Uiat Peter should 
thus have momentarily failed, but that as the Apostle 
of the circumcision he should on the whole have risen 
so far above his old Jewish prejudices, and accepted 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

so frankly the truth which^ self-evident as it may 
appear to us^ was so new and strange then^ that " God 
is no respecter of persons " (Acts x. 34). 

9. After the meeting with St Paul at Antioch we 
have no certain traces of the directions in which St 
Peter pursued his missionary work ; but he is geneifally 
believed to have visited Corinth^ Babylon^ and Rome. 
His residence in Rome is indeed often denied in the 
supposed interests of Protestantism^ but the evidence 
in support of it is very strongs and^ according to the 
general consensus of the best scholars^ it may be taken 
as proved that St Peter suffered martyrdom in the 
Eternal City either shortly after St Paul^ during the 
Neronian persecutions^ or later^ during the reign of 
Domitian. Nor does there seem any good reason to 
doubt that the true site of his death is to be found in 
the spot still pointed out in the courtyard behind the 
sacristy to the north of the great basilica that has 
been erected in his honour (note 5). 

10. In connexion with the Apostle's death there 
is a well-kown story that^ on the eve of his martyrdom^ 
his friends obtained the means for his escape^ and to 
induce him to take advantage of them urged the 
Church's need of his services. At lengthy it is said^ 
Peter yielded to their entreaties^ and was hastening 
along Uie Appian road in rapid flighty when suddenly 
the Lord stood before him on the way with His face 
towards Rome. "Lord, whither goest Thou?" asked 

' the astonished Apostle. " I go," was the simple reply, 
"to Rome, to be crucified again for thee." Filled 
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with shame^ Peter went hastily back^ and shortly 
afterwards was put to deaths being crucified head down- 
wards by his own request, as not counting himself 
worthy to suffer exactly as his Lord had done. 

The story may well be true, so faithfully does it 
reflect what we have seen to be the leading traits of 
Peter's character — the enthusiasm, 2ealous to the 6nd, 
in his Lord's service; the momentary weakness, as 
listening to others rather than to the best instincts of 
his own heart, he sought escape from approaching 
trial ; and then the eager love breaking out once more 
as he actually gloried in his sufferings for Christ's 
sake. It is when we think of Peter's life in this, its 
varied aspect of weakness, yet of strength, of conflict, 
yet of final victory, that we can understand the full 
meaning of the words which he left as his last legacy 
to the Church : — ^' Beloved, think it not strange concerning 
the Jlery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you. But reioice inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that when His glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy" 
(1 Pet. iv. 12, 13) (note 6). 

Notes 

1. The Apostle's original Hebrew name, Sjrmeon, or in its 
shortened rorm (due to Gentile influence) Simon, means 
'^ hearing,'' and to this, at the time of his call, there was 
added tne surname of Cephas, or in Greek Petros, a 
" rock " (John i. 42), a title which, however, would seem 
not to have been actually appropriated for use until the later 
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call to apofitleship (Mark iii. 16). ^^The title appears to 
mark not so much me natural character of the Apostle as 
the spirituaJ office to which he was called ^^ (Westcott on 
John i. 42). 

2. The name of Peter's wife, according to tradition, was 
Perpetua. She is represented as accompanying the Apostle 
in his wanderings (1 Cor. ix. 5), and eventually sufiPered 
martyrdom, heing encouraged on the way hy her husband, 
who said to her, " RememW, my own one, the Lord." She 
is sometimes, though improbably, thought to be referred to 
in 1 Pet. V. 13, R.V. 

3. Other well-known interpretations of Matt. xvi. 17-19 
are that the Rock is Christ, though as a matter of fact Christ 
here speaks of Himself not as the Rock, but the builder 
(^' I will build " ), or that the Rock is Peter's confession, but 
for this the address is too personal ("Thou art Peter"). 
An interesting discussion oi this and the other promises 
made to Peter will be found in the Essay appended to 
Sermon II. in Dean Stanley's Sermons and Essays on the 
Apostolical Age, 

4. The words in the original are very expressive : — 
'' Simon, Simon, behold Satan obtained by asking you (that is, 
the Apostles), in order'to sift you as wheat : but \I (emphatic, 
in contrast to Satan) made supplication for thee (that is, 
Peter), that thy faith should not fail utterly: and do thou 
(answering to " but I '' — Christ has helped him : he must 
help others), when once thou hast turned again (from thy 
fault), stablish the brethren.^ 

5. For the Apostle's connexion with Rome, and for his 
history generally, Dr Chase's elaborate article on Peter 
(Simon) in Hastmgs' Dictionary of the Bible, vol. iii. pp. 
756 ff., may be consulted with advantage. The homiletic 
literature that has frown up round St Peter is very con- 
siderable, and includes such t>ooks as Peter the Apostle, by 
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W. M. Taylor, D.D., 1877 ; Studies in the Ufe and Character 
of 8t Peter, by H. A. Birks, 1887 ; and Simon Peter, hie 
Later Life and Labours, by C. S. Robinson, D.D., 1895. 

6. Nothing has been said in the text of St Peter's writ- 
ings ; but, in addition to the share he is believed to have 
had. in the production of St Mark^s Grospel (see the Temple 
Bible, St Matthew and St Mark, pp. xxiii. f.), there are l^o 
Epistles in the New Testament which bear his name. The 
first of these, in accordance with uniform ancient tradition, 
is generally admitted to have been the work of the Apostle, 
eiuer by himself, or with the aid of an interpreter (perhaps 
Silvanus, 1 Pet v. 12). TTie second, in the opinion of the 
great majority of modem scholars, is to be attributed rather 
to some one who, writing in the second century, used the 
name and authority of the Apostle (see the Temple Bible, 
Hebrews, Peter, etc., p. xxiv. f.). That, however, it was St 
Peter's own work, though with the aid of a different amanu- 
ensis, has recently found an able defender in Dr Bigg in the 
volume on The Epistles of St Peter, in the International 
Critical Commentary. 

St Peter's Day is observed on June 29th. 



Points for Inquiry 

1. What other Simons do we meet with in the New 
Testament? 

2. Trace the usage of the different names applied to the 
Apostle ; and collect the most notable instances in which he 
acted as leader of the Apostolic Band. 

8. Show the nature of the relation existing between St 
Peter and St Paul. 
4, Discuss Chrysostom's saying, ^^He [Jesus] loved St 
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Jolm exceedingly^ but it was by Peter that He was 
exceedingly beloved/* 

5. Read Mrs Barrett Browning's sonnets — ^^The Two 
Sayings/' "The Look/' and '^The Meaning of the Look." 



CHAPTER III 



ST ANDREW THE PRACTICAL APOSTLE 

* ffejirttjindelh his own brother Sitnotif arid taith unto him. We have 
found the Mestiat, which it, being interpreted, ChritL" — JOHN i. 41. 

** First seek thy Saviour out^and dwell 
Beneath the diadow of His roof, 
TOl thou have soaon'd His features well. 
And known Him for the Christ by proof. 

Then, potent with the spell of Heaven, 

Go, and thine erring brother gain, 
Entice him home to be forgiven. 

Till he, too, see his Saviour plain." 

Kbblb, Si Andrew^i Day. 

1. The story of Andrew must always have a special 
interest for us^ if only because he was the first called 
of Christ's disciples. And it helps us in understanding 
the readiness with which he obeyed the summons^ if 
we notice that he began by being a disciple of John 
the Baptist. 

That strange figure^ as of one of the old prophets, 
had appeared in " all the country about Jordan, preaching 
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the baptism of repentance , for the remission of sins ** (Luke 
iii. 3), and proclaiming with no faltering voice^ but 
with the authority which came from absolute con- 
viction^ that the long-expected Messiah was comings 
and that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. And 
the Baptist's message had touched a responsive chord 
in the simple fisherman's heart. If what this new 
prophet said were true, then all else, he felt, was of 
little value. What mattered home, work, Mends, as 
compared with the advent of the King for whom he, 
with his fellow-countrymen, had been waiting so long ? 
At all costs he must know more of this. And so 
persuading his neighbour John, the son of Zebedee, 
a fisherman like himself, to accompany him, Andrew 
followed the Baptist into the wilderness (note 1). 

How long he remained we do not know, but long 
enough, at any rate, to be recognized as one of John's 
disciples. Better teacher Andrew could not have 
had. From this stem, lonely man he would learn the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, the supreme importance 
of righteousness and truth, the need of looking beyond 
himself to the cause which he was serving, and above 
all the steady gaze fixed ever upon Him whose way 
John had come to prepare, and before whom he must 
himself disappear. 

2. At length the promised Deliverer did appear, 
and in the first chapter of his Gospel St John has told 
us how He was first fully revealed to Andrew and 
himself. As together they were standing with the 
Baptist, suddenly he pointed to Jesus, who had come 
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to them " beyond Jordan,** and who was now going away^ 
with the startling announcement^ ^^ Behold, the Lamb 
of God I " How far the two men entered into the 
meaning of the words it is impossible to say^ but they 
at least found in them something answering to their 
inmost desires. " They heard Him speak and they fol- 
lowed Jesus" Nor were they imnoticed. For as Jesus 
marked the two disciples silently following Him^ with 
kindly interest He put to them the question, " What 
seek ye?** '^ They said unto Him, Rabbi . . . where abidest 
Thou ? ** The words have been variously understood. 
Some would see in them simply the confused reply of 
men who had as yet formed no definite intention of 
following Christ, and who were drawn after Him 
only by curiosity. But have we not rather evidence 
here of the sincerity and earnestness of the disciples* 
motives ? They could not explain their longings and 
hopes as they stood thus in the way. These were 
too deep, too all-important for that. What they 
required was a private interview with Jesus Himself, 
that they might learn who He really was, and what 
He had come to do. In any case, this interview was 
granted them. " Jesus saith unto them. Come, and ye shall 
see. They came therefore and saw where He abode ; and 
they abode with Him that day" (John i. 85-39, R.V.). 

It was a precious day in the two disciples' lives. 
Little would they foresee all that lay before their 
Master and themselves. But they at least knew 
that their utmost hopes were now in process of 
being fulfilled. And though their final call to this 
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new discipleship was not yet given, and they were 
even sent back for a little to their old homes and 
work, it would be from that day by the banks of the 
Jordan that in later years they would date the time 
when they had really begun to live. 

3. Nor is evidence wanting that already the respon- 
sibilities of discipleship had been brought home to 
their minds. For at once Andrew, with whom alone 
we are at present specially concerned, went off in 
search of the brother, with whom his early life had 
been passed, and with whom hejnow lived (Mark i. 29) ; 
and no sooner had he found him than, bursting upon 
him with all the eagerness of a great discoverer, he 
exclaimed, " We have Jound the Messiah" And what- 
ever difficulties Simon may at first have raised as to 
the likelihood of Andrew's being right, these were 
evidently speedily overborne; and to the first-called 
of Christ's disciples was given the joy of bringing next 
his own brother to the Lord. Had he done nothing 
else Andrew would have deserved the eternal gratitude 
of the Church. We have seen already what the Church 
owes to Peter : we must not forget what Peter him- 
self owed to Andrew. 

4. When next Andrew comes before us in Scripture 
it is in the act of receiving, along with Peter, the 
summons to still closer discipleship (Matt. iv. 18 ff.); 
and shortly after his place in the Apostolic Band was 
assured (Matt. x. 2 IF.). 

It would have been reasonable to conjecture that, 
when our Lord sent forth the Twelve on their first 
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missionary journey, Peter and Andrew were com- 
panions ; but it seems more likely on various grounds 
that Peter's companion was generally John and we 
are rather led to seek an associate for Andrew in 
Philip, the only Apostle who, along with him, bore 
a Greek name, and who, on at least two interesting 
occasions, is directly connected with him (John vi. 7, 
8 ; xii 22). But whether this were so or not, we may 
at least be sure that the kindly, unostentatious Andrew 
would be a general favourite in the homes which 
together the Apostles visited, and that many a humble 
Galilean peasant would be drawn to the plain man 
who was so like themselves, and who always seemed 
to know so well what ought to be done. 

5. For, though it may, perhaps, appear fanciful, was 
it not this same trait in the Apostle's character, this 
simple friendliness that appeared in his very look, that 
induced the little lad toconfide in him on thatmemorable 
evening when, by the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 
fed the assembled multitudes.^ The Saviour, thought- 
ful and compassionate as ever, had put the question to 
Philip, '^ Whence are we to buy bread, that these may eat?** 
(John vi. 5). And that matter-of-fact, always some- 
what anxious. Apostle had been completely at a loss, 
and could only stammer out that two hundred penny- 
worth of bread would not be sufficient that every one 
might take a little. Then it was that the lad, who 
had overheard the question and answer, came to 
Andrew, of whom no one was afraid, and showing 
him the wallet in which loving hands had placed that 
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morning the five barley-loaves and two small fishes^ 
asked whether they could be of any use. Nor did 
Andrew shrink from at least drawing his Lord's atten- 
tion to the little store^ though he could not but have felt 
how utterly inadequate in the circumstances it was. 
And we do not know who would wonder most^ the 
simple-minded Apostle or the boy^ his friend^ as to- 
gether they watched the loaves and fishes multiplied 
in the Saviour's wonder-working hands to meet the 
needs of all. It is but another instance of the truth 
which the whole of the Apostle's story illustrates^ that 
a wholly unexpected power often lies in small things^ 
or rather^ that in the sight of Christ nothing is small^ 
but has its own place and purpose in furthering the 
extension of His Kingdom. 

" Let us be content in work 

To do the thing we can, and not presume 

To fret because it's little." 
6. The next time we hear of Andrew is on a widely 
different but equally interesting occasion. On the 
Tuesday of Holy Week Jesus was teaching in the 
inner court of the Temple, into which only Jews were 
allowed to enter. Philip, who for some reason had 
been absent from his Master, was hurrying back to 
rejoin Him, when in the outer court he was stopped 
by certain Greeks, who told him of their desire to 
" see Jesus " (John xii. 21). In itself there would have 
been nothing strange about this, but coming as it did 
from Greeks, Gentiles therefore, Philip was for the 
moment perplexed. But, as doubtless on many a pre- 
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vious occasion^ he carried his perplexity to the man 
whom all trusted^ and who seemed always to know 
what to do^ he came and told Andrew. Nor was his 
confidence misplaced. For if Andrew was at first as 
much astonished as Philip had been^ with his usual 
clear-headedness he quickly realized that this was not 
a question which either he or Philip could settle for 
themselves^ but that their plain course was at least to 
lay these strangers' wish before Jesus Himself. With 
what results is well known. And so the Apostle, who 
began his Christian career as the first home missionary, 
had now the joy of bringing to his Master these heathen 
pilgrims from a foreign land, the first-fruits of the great 
Gentile harvest that was waiting to be gathered in. 
An answer, shall we say ? to those who are continually 
talking of 'the competing claims between Home and 
Foreign Mission work, and who would have us limit 
all our energies to the former. 

7. Only once again is Andrew mentioned in the 
Gospels. It was two days later. In answer to His 
disciples' exclamation regarding the beauty of the 
Temple, Jesus had uttered the mournful prophecy 
that the day would come when one stone should 
not be left upon another (Matt xxiv. 1 fF.). All the 
Apostles were concerned; but there were four on 
whom the news pressed so heavily, that the same 
evening they came and asked Jesus ^^ privately" 
when these things would be. The names of uie 
four, as we learn from St Mark's account, were 
'^ Peter and James afid John and Andrew** (Mark 
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xiii. 3). The reference is very slight^ only the 
mention of the Apostle's name ; but the conjunction 
in which we find it is noteworthy. It reminds us 
of what all the lists of the Apostles bear out^ that 
Andrew was included in the first group of the four 
chief Apostles; but it reminds us also that *'he 
attained not unto the first three " (cf, 2 Sam. xxiii. 19)* 
For while Peter, James, and John enjoyed their Lord's 
special confidence on some of the most momentous 
crises in His life (Matt. xvii. 1 ; xxvi. 37), here 
alone Andrew is specially mentioned along with them. 
It is in keeping with the comparative obscurity of 
his whole life: yet another proof of the humility 
which, so far from seeking great things for itself, 
was content rather to be the means of getting great 
things done for or by others. 

8. After Christ's Ascension Andrew's name appears 
in the list of the Eleven who waited in the Upper Room 
at Jerusalem for the promised gift of the Spirit (Acts 
i. 13), and with this, as far as Scripture is concerned, 
he passes out of sight. Tradition, however, represents 
him as labouring both in Scythia and in Achaia. And 
there seems to be no doubt that eventually he was 
martyred at Patree in Achaia, being bound, not nailed, 
to the cross, in order to prolong his sufferings (note 2). 

Notes 

1. There can be no doubt that the second of the two 
disciples mentioned in John i. 35 was the Evangelist 
himself, both from the absence of all further designations. 
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in accordance with St John^s regular practice regarding 
himself in his Gospel^ and from the nmneroos marl^ 
which the whole narrative hears of having heen written 
hy an eye-witness. See Westcott in loco. 

If, too, we can accept a very ancient tradition, preserved 
in what is known as the Muratorian Fragment on the Canon, 
Andrew and John were together again in their old age, as 
they had heen in their youth. The statement is to the fol- 
lowing effect : — '' The fourth Gospel [was written hy] John, 
one of the disciples (ue, AposUes). When his fellow- 
disciples and hishops urgently pressed (cohortantHmt) him, 
he said, ' Fast with me [from] to-day, for three days, and 
let us tell one another any revelation which may he made 
to us, either for or against [the plan of writing] (quid 
cuiquejuerit revelatum alterutrum)J On the same night it 
was revealed to Andrew, one of the Apostles, that John 
should relate all in his own name, and that all should review 
[his writing.] " See Westcott, Gospel qfSt John, p. xxxv. 

2. The name ^' St Andrew's cross ^' is usually given to an 
X-shaped cross, imder tiie helief that it was on a cross of 
that snape that the Apostle suffered ; hut its appropriation 
hy St Andrew is really of very late date, for even in the 
thirteenth century {e,g,y on a statue at Amiens) he is repre- 
sented holding the upright cross. Ahout 740 St Andrew 
became the patron-saint of Scotland, owing to the helief 
that certain of his bones had heen brought to the town ou 
the East Coast which now bears his name. 

His festival is observed on Nov. SOth. 

Points for Inquiry 

1. Wlio else in the Fourth Grospel is represented as bestow- 
ing the Hebrew title Messiah on Jesus ? Trace the use in the 
same Gospel of the corresponding Greek title, the Christ. 
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2. How are courage^ sympathy^ and humility represented 
in the career of St Andrew r 

3. Discuss the relation of Home and Foreign Missions as 
illustrated hy the career of St Andrew. 



CHAPTER IV 

ST JAMES THE MARTYR APOSTLE 

**And he killed James the brother of John wUh the tward" — ^AcTS xii. 2. 

" Blessed are those who die for Gkxi 

And earn the Marlmr's orown of light ; 
Yet he who lives for God may be 
A greater Conqueror in His sight." 

A. Pbootib. 

1. In passing to the consideration of the character of 
the third in the Apostolic Band^ James^ the son of 
Zebedee^ or James the Greats as he is sometimes 
called; to distinguish him from the other Apostle 
bearing the same name> we are at once met with what 
will now be a constantly recurring difficulty^ the 
paucity of the references in Scripture. Nowhere, 
except on the occasion of his death, is James men- 
tioned alone, but always in company with his fellow- 
Apostles. And yet it is evident that he must have 
been a man of strong character and marked per- 
sonality, or Herod would not have singled him out 
as the first martyr, nor would the sacred writers (with 
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one or two exceptions in St Luke's writings — Luke 
viii. 51, R.V. ; ix. 28 ; Acts i. 13, R.V.) have been in the 
habit of mentioning him before his more famous 
brother, even supposing him to have been the elder, 
or have described John as the brother of James 
(Mark i. 19 ; v. 37 ; Matt. xvii. 1\ 

2. Of James's early life, all that we know is that 
he was the son of Zebedee and Salome (note 1), and 
along with his father and brother pursued the trade of 
iSsherman on the Sea of Galilee ; and that it was, 
while engaged in this, his usual work, that the definite 
summons came to him to follow Jesus (Mark i. 19 f). 
How far he had been previously prepared for this by 
intercourse with Jesus, we are not told; but it is 
impossible to doubt that John had communicated to 
him the truths he himself had learned, and that 
consequently a certain amount of spiritual progress 
had already been made on James's part. Hence- 
forward, at any rate, that progress was rapid, for 
' not only was he selected, when the time came, to 
be one of the Twelve (Matt. x. 2), but he at once 
found his way into the inner circle in that chosen 
band, '^ more elect than the elect," who were specially 
chosen by Jesus to be with Him on certain of the 
most solemn occasions in His life (Mark v. 37 ; Matt, 
xvii. 1 ; xxvi. 37). There is nothing, however, on any 
of these occasions which tends to throw any light on 
the individual character of the Apostle himself. For 
this we must turn to two other different, but very 
significant, incidents. 
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3, The first occurred soon after Jesus had left Galilee^ 
and^ contrary to the common Galilean practice of 
journeying round by Persea to avoid contact with 
the Samaritans^ was following the direct route through 
Samaria (Luke ix. 51 fT.). He^ doubtless^ hoped 
that the hospitality which He had received at Sychar^ 
many months before (John iv. 40)^ would again be 
extended to Him ; but in this He was disappointed. 
For the messengers sent on to prepare for His coming 
in some neighbouring village brought back the un- 
welcome news that He would not be received because 
His face was directed to Jerusalem. To Jesus the 
announcement would be matter only of grief that He 
was denied this opportunity of advancing His work ; 
but by James and his brother John the churlish 
answer was received with feelings of the deepest 
resentment and indignation. And acting in the spirit 
of Elijah (the express mention of Elijah is wanting 
from the true text of Luke ix. 54), they asked per- 
mission to call down fire from heaven on the offending 
villagers. It is a striking illustration of the impetuous 
disposition which had already won for the brothers 
the designation ^^ Sons of thunder" (Mark iii. 17) 
(note 2), and it was at once rebuked. While, as if 
further to show how alien to His purposes such an 
intolerant spirit was, Jesus at once proceeded to 
another, possibly also a Samaritan, village, where, as 
there is no mention to the contrary, we may believe 
that He and His disciples were made welcome. 

4. The second incident in which James played a 
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part^ and again in company with John^ occurred later 
in the course of the same joumeyings. In view of His 
approaching sufferings^ the Saviour had taken the 
Twelve apart by the way, and explained how ^' all the 
things that are written hy the prophets shall be accomplished 
unto the Son of man. For He shall be delivered up unto 
the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and shamefully en- 
treated, and spit upon : and they shall scourge and kill 
Him : and the third day He shall rise again " (Luke 
xviii. 31-33, R.V.). No intimation could well have 
been more explicit ; and yet the disciples " understood 
none of these things J' They were so taken up with 
their oym ideas of what Jesus was to be and to do, 
and so confident that ^Hhe kingdom of God was im- 
mediately to appear" (Luke xix. 11), that anything which 
ran counter to these expectations they were unable to 
grasp. At the same time there were two of them, 
James and John, who could not wholly free them- 
selves from certain uneasy feelings which their 
Master's words had awakened. Far as they were 
from understanding their frill significance, they could 
not but recognize that a great crisis in the history of 
Jesus, and consequently in their own history, was im- 
pending, and they communicated what they felt to 
their mother Salome, who had apparently joined the 
little company somewhere on the route. And she, 
evidently a woman of force and determination, deter- 
mined to act at once. Notwithstanding the sufferings 
and death which had been spoken of, she had still a 
faith which enabled her to look beyond these to a 
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future triumph^ and with a mother's natural instinct 
to do the best for her sons^ and presuming^ it may be> 
on her relationship to Jesus (comp. note 1)^ she came 
with the request, '^ Grant " (or better. Command) " thai 
these my two sons may sit, the one on Thv right hand, and 
the otlier on the left, in Thy kingdom (Matt. xx. 21). 
And how did Jesus answer ? Not with the sternness 
which we might have expected, but in words which, 
while condemning the error, recognized the good 
mixed up with it. " Ye know not what ye ask," He said 
to the brothers. And then, retaining the imagery of 
the petition, He passed from the thought of the cup 
of the royal banquet-table (comp. Gen. xl. 11 ff. ; 
Esther i. 7) to the cup as the allotted share of joy or 
suffering which comes to men in this life (comp. Pss. 
xxiii. 5 ; Ixxv. 8 ; cxvi. 13), as in His turn He asked 
James and John, *^ Are ye able to drink of the cup 
thai I shall drink of?" The disciples might well be 
startled. What had this mysterious cup to do with 
the thrones and crowns of which they had been 
thinking ? But their love to Jesus and fidelity to His 
cause stood the test And in no light-hearted or vain 
spirit, but with the resolution of men who had 
weighed the cost, they made answer, ^' We are able" 
Their devotion was accepted. And vnth the air of a 
King bestowing the highest privilege in His power, 
Jesus assured the brothers that they would indeed 
drink of His cup, and be baptized with His baptism, 
share with Him, that is, in the communion of suffering 
which was to be His lot upon earth. 
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5. We shall learn again how our Lord's words were 
fulfilled in the case of St John in the long martyrdom 
of life : in the case of St James they were answered 
in the speedier martyrdom of death. And yet even 
that was not until some fourteen years later. How 
the Apostle's life was spent during that interval we do 
not know. He is simply mentioned by name as 
assembled with the other Apostles in the Upper 
Room at Jerusalem after their Lord's Ascension (Acts 
i. 13); but that he must have been zealous and 
earnest in Christ's service^ a marked man^ Herod's 
action against him clearly proves ; for^ alarmed at the 
rapid progress the new sect was makings the king re- 
solved to strike a blow against its leaders^ and^ shortly 
before the Passover of a.d. 44^ he " killed James the 
brother of John with the sword " (Acts xiL 2). That is 
all that we are told in Scripture of an event which 
at the time must have made a deep impression upon 
the early Church. But an interesting tradition adds 
the further particulars that the persecutor who had 
been employed against the Apostle was so moved by 
witnessing his bold confession^ that he declared him- 
self a Christian on the spot^ and was likewise con- 
demned to die^ and that on the way to execution he 
hegged the Apostle's forgiveness, who by way of reply 
kissed him and said, ^' Peace be unto thee." The 
story may well be true. One would like to think that 
the last word of the fiery ''son of thunder" was a 
word of peace, and that he who had once desired to 
call down fire on those who had offended him was 
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now content to suffer with the very man by whom he 
had been condemned. Enough for him that it was 
his " cup/* and that his Lord had given it to him to 
drink ^ote 3). 

''But oh, most happy, should Thy call. 

Thy welcome call, at last be given — 
' Come where thou long hast stor'd thy all. 
Come see thy place prepar'd in Heaven.' " 

Notes 

1. From a comparison of John xix. 25 with Matt, xxvii. 
56, Mark xv. 40, it is generally believed that Salome is to 
be identified with the sister of Mary, the mother of the 
Lord ; if so, Jesus and James were kinsmen. 

The name James is identical with the O.T. Jacob, and in 
the East St James is still called St Jacob. From its Hebrew 
form the name passed into Greek and Latin as Jacobos, 
Jacobus, and thence through the Italian Giacomo into the 
English James. 

2. St Mark alone records the bestowal of this title on the 
sons of Zebedee (Mark iii. 17), and it is a remarkable fkct 
that it is not again used in Scripture. Various explanations 
have been offered, the simplest of which is probably that of 
Archbishop Trench, that the surname, bemg common to 
both Apostles, would not have sufficiently designated which 
of them was intended (Studies in the Gospels, p. 146). 

3. See Euseb. Hist, Eccles, ii. 9. The later and wholly 
untrustworthy legends which connect St James with Spain 
will be found in Smithes Diet, of the Bible, vol. i. pt ii. 
pp. 1511 ff., and in Mrs Jameson^s Sacred and Legendary Art, 
vol. i. pp. 230-41. 

St James's Day is observed on July 25th. 
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Points for Inquiry 

1. Distinguish the different Jameses mentioned in the 
New Testament. 

2. Investigate the relation of the Samaritans to the 
Jews. 

3. Trace the imagery of the term '^ cup'* in Scriptare. 

4. Illustrate from Scripture the three kinds of martyr- 
dom — (1) hoth in will and deed ; (2) in will^ hut not in 
deed ; and (3) in deed, hut not in will. 



CHAPTER V 

ST JOHN THE WATTINO APOSTLE 

** Jesus taithvnto him [Feter], JflwiU that he [John] tarry HU I 
came, vhat is that to thee f "— John xxi 22. 

" For life, with all it yields of jov and woe, 
And hope and fear, — ^belieye uie aged friend, — 
Is just our chance o' the prize of learning love, 
How love mieht be, hath been indeed, and is ; 
And that we nold thenceforth to the uttermost 
Buch prize despite the enyy of the world. 
And, navlng gained truth, keep truth : that is alL" 

R. Browniko, a Death in the DeseH, 

*< They also serve who only stand and wait." 

Milton, Sonnet xv. 

1. The New Testament Revisers have told us of the 
feeling of solemnity^ almost of awe^ with which they 
approached the consideration of these wonderful chap- 
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ten in which St John has preserved for us the farewell 
discourses of his Lord. It seemed to them almost like 
profanation to touch them^ and every effort was made 
to keep as closely as possible to the old rendering. 
Something of the same feeling must fill our minds in 
attempting to study the character of the beloved 
Apostle himself. In the saintly purity of his life^ in 
the loftiness of his thoughts^ in the closeness of his 
communion with the Divine^ St John seems to be 
altogether beyond the ordinary criticism and analysis 
which we can apply to man. Like Dante^ when he 
met the Saint in Paradise^ we are unable amidst the 
blase of his heavenly glory to discern any earthly 
form or feature (Paradiso xxv. 118 ff.). But so feelings 
we have alreaay '^ virtually anticipated^" as Dean 
Stanley has well pointed out, '^ all that is peculiarly 
distinctive of the life of St John. ... It was precisely 
in this very capacity for reflecting, as in an unbroken 
glass, the glory of things Divine; in this passive 
reception f so to speak) of the highest and holiest in- 
fluences, that the human fitness of St John for his 
appointed work properly consisted ' Tnote 1). 

2. Regarding the Apostle's early life it is sufficient 
to mention his home in Galilee, his work as fisherman 
along with Zebedee his father and his brother James> 
his attaching himself to John the Baptist as one of 
his disciples, his subsequent call by Jesus, his formal 
appointment as one of the Twelve, and the place of 
honour which he enjoyed in that chosen band as not 
only one of the first three, but in a special sense the 
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bosom-friend of Jesus^ ^^ the disciple whom Jesus laved " 
with all the regard of a high esteem^ and the affection 
of a personal attachment (note 2). 

In thinking of St John^ however^ during these early 
years of his discipleship^ we must be careful not to 
ascribe to him a too great perfection of character. 
For it is a curious but significant fact that the only 
remark which is attributed by the Synoptists directly 
to him^ brought down on him his Lord's rebuke. 
'* Master" John had admitted with characteristic 
candour^ '^ we saw one casting out devils in Thy Name, 
and he followeth not us, and we forbade him, because he 
followeih not us,** " Forbid him not,** was Jesus' prompt 
reply, ^*for there is no man, which shall do a miracle in My 
Name, that can lightly speak evil of Me** (Mark ix. S%, 
39). The truth is that, gentle and tender as the 
Apostle undoubtedly was, his was one of those intense 
natures which, while outwardly calm, contain whole 
pent-up fires of passion and force. He was by nature 
a true ^^ son of thunder** (Mark iii. 17), and it required 
all the constraining power of Christ's affection to purify 
his vehemence from its baser elements, and to trans- 
form it into the clear, burning ardour of Christian zeal 
and love (note 3). 

3. For no one ever questions that love was the dis- 
tinguishing mark of the Apostle's character. Was it not 
St John who leant upon Jesus' breast at the farewell 
supper with the Twelve ; St John who went with Jesus 
into the palace of the high-priest, and witnessed the 
trials before Annas, and Caiaphas, and Pilate ; St John 
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who, apparently alone of the Apostles^ stood with the 
four women at the foot of the cross^ and there received^ 
from the dying Saviour^ the charge of Mary His 
mother; St John who on the Resurrection morning 
outran even his constant associate Peter, and "came 
Jlrtt to the sepulchre " ; and St John again who later, at 
the Sea of Tiberias, was the first with the quick eye 
of love to recognize his Lord upon the shore, though 
to the more impetuous Peter it was given to be the 
first to rejoin Jesus ? (note 4). 

Few scenes indeed from the Gospel story are more 
instructive than this last for the light it throws upon 
the character of the two Apostles. St Peter had just 
been reinstated in his Apostolic office. With a three- 
fold commission his future work had been entrusted to 
him, and then had come Christ's closing charge, 
^* FoUow Me'' in the active warfare and work of life, 
in the path of suffering and trial, yes, even of death 
itself. Unhesitatingly Peter accepted the charge; 
but as looking behind him he saw the beloved Apostle 
following, he was naturally anxious to know what his 
lot was to be. " Lord,' he asked, " and what shall this 
man do?** Is it to be his always to think and to medi- 
tate, never to face any of the actual trials of life.^ 
"Ifl mUy* said Jesus, " that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee ?** " If I will that he tarry "—that was to 
be St John's work, St John's service, patient tarrying, 
patient waiting : a service not like St Peter's, so the 
contrast has been well drawn, " of outward effort fash- 
ioned after the likeness of Christ's Passion," but a 
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service '' of inward meditation directed to the vision of 
Christ's coming " (note 5). 

4. How clearly this comes out in all that we can 
gather regarding St John's later history ! For if after 
the Ascension of Jesus he comes before us only on 
three occasions^ and then always in a subordinate 
position to St Peter, St John was by no means idle, 
and in attending to the needs of Mary, in counselling, 
as he must have counselled his brother Apostles, and 
above all in silent pondering over the great truths and 
facts of which he had been appointed a witness, the 
beloved Apostle was truly obeying his Master's parting 
charge, and tarrying until He came. 

One by one the other Apostles passed away — some 
by martyrdom (the first thus to fall was his own brother 
James), others by unnoticed deaths ; but still St John 
tarried. When exactly he left Jerusalem it is impos- 
sible to say. We lose sight of him altogether from 
the year 50 a.d., the date of the Synod of Jerusalem, 
until nearly twenty years later, when we find him '* in 
the isle that is called PatmoSyfor the word of God, and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ " (Rev. i. 9). But diere 
can be little doubt that part, at least, of this interven- 
ing period was spent in Asia Minor, most probably in 
Ephesus, where, for the first time in his life, St John 
would be brought into contact with all the glittering 
life and wickedness of a great Gentile city {cf the 
description of " Babylon " in Rev. xviii. 10 fF.). We are 
not told what led to his banishment to Patmos ; but 
^here is no reason to doubt the tradition that at length 
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he was permitted to return to Ephesus^ and died 
there in extreme old age about the close of the first 
century. 

Every one knows the story of his farewell counsel 
to the Ephesian brethren ; how^ too old to walk^ he 
was borne in the arms of his disciples into the midst 
of their assembly^ and there repeated again and again 
the same sayings " Little children^ love one another." 
And when asked why he said this and nothing else, 
he repUed, " Because this is our Lord's command, and 
if you fulfil this, nothing else is needed." Could there 
be a more fitting close to the beloved Apostle's life, or 
a more significant message to round off the direct 
Apostolic witness ? For St John was the last as well 
as the greatest of the Apostles. And one likes to 
think that he, the last personal witness to Jesus of 
those who had been so closely associated with Him 
upon earth, thus summed up the whole message that 
had been entrusted to him and his brother Apostles 
in the one word lave — that 

^^ Men should, for love's sake, in love's strength 
believe." 

5. Of the manner of the Apostle's death we know 
nothing, for the story of his being compelled by 
Domitian to drink a cup of poison, which is so fre- 
quently embodied in sacred art, is probably a realistic 
attempt to find a literal fulfilment of the Lord's words 
to him and to St James : ^^ Ye shall indeed drink of the 
cup that I drink of" (Mark x. 39)* The probability is, 
that he did not long survive his return to Ephesus, 
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and was buried there, where, however, travellers tell 
us ^Hhere is nothing to recall St John except the 
rock-hewn tomb called by his name, near the summit 
of a deserted hill . . . overgrown with brushwood 
and only marked by the broken offerings of a few 
Greek peasants " (note 6). 

But though his last resting-place may be thus 
neglected, his name and memory still live in the 
hearts of all. And there is a deep spiritual truth in 
the fine legend which for centuries after he was gone 
still lingered round his grave, that the dust of the 
earth was seen ever and anon to move with the gentle 
breathing of the great Apostle as he lay there in 
immortal sleep. Even in death he lived: still he 
tarried for his Lord to come. 

6. This is not the place to characterize St John's 
writings. But when we remember that it is to him 
we owe the Apocalypse, the three Epistles which bear 
his name, and above all, the Fourth Gospel, it is not 
easy to overestimate our debt. The other Evangelists 
might find time amidst the cares of a busy life to note 
down the outward facts of our Lord's history; but 
for the Fourth Gospel, the ^^ spiritual" as compared 
with the " l)odily " Gospels, the Gospel which the elo- 
quent Herder described as ^^ the heart of Jesus," long 
years of patient preparation were required, the pre- 
paration which comes only to the man whose own life 
is ever growing in likeness to the Divine, and the eye 
of whose spiritual vision is becoming ever clearer by 
contemplation and prayer (note 7). 
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'^ Is it for nothing/' 

So the dying John has been imagined as sa3ring^ 
" we grow old and weak. 
We whom God loves ? When pain ends, gain ends 

too. 
To me, that story — ay, that Life and Death 
Of which 1 wrote ' it was ' — to me, it is ; 
— Is, here and now : I apprehend nought else." 
If so, what mattered it how long he might be called 
upon to '^ tarry " f Already he had found his place in 
the ^^ kingdom and patience which are in Jesus** (Rev. i. 
9, R.V.). 

Notes. 

1. Sermons and Essays on the Apostolical Age: Sermon iv« 
The appended Essay is devoted to the early Church 
traditions respecting St John. 

2. The fiill interpretation of St John's favourite title 
depends on the use of two different words in the original — 
^' loved" (^dira), in John xiii. 23, denoting the more reason- 
ing attachment of the judgment, of which others can judge 
outwardly; '^ loved" (^^fXei), in John xx. 2, the more in- 
stinctive affection of the heart, of which the individual soul 
alone is conscious. It should he noted that under neither 
form is the title the undue assumption of honour over others 
on the part of the Apostle, hut the grateful acknowledgment 
of a hlessing he himself had received. 

3. ^^The zeal of the son of thunder did not disappear 
from John^s nature after he became an apostle; it only 
became tempered by the light of wisdom, and softened by 
the heat of love^^ (Bruce, Training of the Twehe, p. 234). 
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Of him it could still be said^ as Robert Browning has said 
of Dante^ that he 

^^ loved well^ because he hated ^ 
Hated wickedness that hinders loving/^ 

4. The close connexion between Peter and John that is 
everywhere traceable in the New Testament makes it prac- 
tically certain that they were companions on the missionai^ 
journeys on which the Lord sent His Apostles ^' tfoo and two. 
Compare^ for example^ in addition to the passages referred 
to in the tezt^ Luke zxii. 8 ; John xiii. 23 ff. ; xviii. 15 ff. ; 
Acts iii. 1 ; iv. 19 ; viii. 14. 

5. The quotation is from Bishop Westcott's The BeveUUian 
of the Risen Lord, p. 144. See also a striking sermon by the 
same writer in Socdal Aspects of Ghristianity, Appendix V. 

6. Quoted by Reed^ Companions of the iMrdy p. 182. 
According to an old tradition^ St John was bisnop at 
Ephesus^ and wore the sacred plate or diadem (t^oXof) 
prescribed by the Law (Exod. xxxix. 30 f.). See Eusebius^ 
Hist, Eccles., iii. 31 ; v. 24. 

7. See the Introductions to The Johannine Books, by Canon 
Benham^ in The Temple Bible ; and for a fuller defence of 
the Johannine authorship of the Fourth Gospel^ the Intro- 
ductions to the Commentaries by Westcott (in the Speaker's 
Commentary)^ and by Milligan and Moulton (in Schaffs 
Popular Commentary). 

St John's Day is observed on December 27th. 



Points for Inquiry 

1. Verify the reference to the Gospel incidents mentioned 
in Sections 2 and 3. 

2. Collect St John's references to himself in his Gospel. 
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3. Collect the principal legends of the later life of St 
John. 

4. Prove from his Grospels, £pistles^ and Apocalypse^ that 
St John was a true " son of thunder" 

5. Explain what is meant hy saying that while the other 
Apostles ^^ lengthened the cords" of the Church, St John 
^* strengthened the stakes ^^ (Isa. liv. 2). 

6. Read Kehle^s poem ibr St John*s Day, and R. Browning's 
A Death in the Desert. 



CHAPTER VI 

ST PHILIP THE INQUIRING APOSTLE 

** Philip saith unto Him, Lord, skew ut the Father, and it tufioeth iw." 

John zIt. 8. 

*' And what though earth and sea His glory do proclaim, 
Though on the stars is writ that great and dreadful Name ; 
Yea—hear me, Son of Man— with tears my eyes are dim, 
I cannot xead the word that calls me dose to Him ;' 
I say it after Thee with faltering voice and weak, 
* Father of Jesus Christ '— tais is the God I seek." 

Anonymous. 

1. The second group of four into which the Apostolic 
Band naturally falls is invariably headed by the Apostle 
Philip, who must be carefully distinguished from Philip 
the Evangelist, the well-known story of whose inter- 
view with the Ethiopian chamberlain has been pre- 
served in Acts viiL Our materials for estimating the 
Apostle's character are very scanty, consisting of a 

D 
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few brief notices in the Fourth Gospel, but they are 
sufficient to show what manner of man Philip was. 

The first of these notices occurs in the opening 
chapter of the Gospel, in immediate succession to 
the verses which describe how Andrew and John 
and Peter were informally enrolled in the ranks of 
Christ's disciples. '^ The day following^*' we read, 
^* Jesus would go forth into GaUlee, andjindeth Pkilipy 
and saith unto him. Follow Me'* (John i. 43). And 
here what at once strikes us is that Philip had to 
be found. He did not, like his old companions, 
come himself to Jesus: Jesus had to find him, and 
that evidently as the result of a deliberate search. 
It may have been that Jesus had previously known 
Philip, and been anxious before He left the borders 
of the lake to give him an opportunity of disciple- 
ship. Or possibly Andrew and Peter had told 
Jesus of their friend's anxiety to follow Him. In 
any case, Jesus sought Philip, and addressed to him 
the first call, which, so far as we know. He ever 
addressed to any disciple, "Follow Me** (note 1). 

2. The call was evidently immediately obeyed, and 
not only so but, called Itself, Philip at once set 
about the task of calling others. " Jesus Jindeth PMUp 
. . . Philip findeth Nathanael** (w. 4S, 45). It is a 
striking example of the law of progression which 
should ever exist in Christ's kingdom. Philip might 
be wanting in those qualities which alone could have 
made him, like St Peter, a bom leader of men; he 
might be deficient in that depth of spiritual insight 
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which distinguished St John : but he was an honesty 
faithful^ earnest man^ not very quick in apprehension^ 
but when he saw the path of duty^ thoroughly con- 
scientious in following it. 

And the material and visible encouragement which^ 
as yfe have seen^ he himself required before he was 
prepared to act, he readily granted to others. " We 
have found him of whom Moses in the Law, and the Pro- 
phets did write, Jesus of Nazareth the son of Joseph *' 
(v. 45) was his deliberate, roundabout invitation to 
Nathanael, so different from Andrew's sharp, concise 
message to Peter, '^ We have found the Messias " (v. 
41). And when Nathanael was at a loss about any 
good things coming out of Nazareth, Philip at once 
suggested his own favourite test, ^^Come and see.*' 
With him seeing was believing. He had not much 
of that faith which is "the assurance of things hoped 
for, the proving of things not seen " (Heb. xi. 1, R-V.). 

3. Of this trait of the Apostle's character we have 
further confirmation in the next incident in which he 
plays a separate part. The needs of the great multi- 
tude by the shores of the Sea of Galilee had come under 
the notice of Jesus, and turning to His Apostle, He put 
to him the question, "Whence shaU we buy bread, that 
these may eat ? '* (John vi. 5). It has been conjectured 
(by Bengel) that Philip was thus specially addressed 
because he was the steward of the ApostoHc Band, as 
Judas was the treasurer. But of the existence of such 
an office we have no proof, and, besides, St John 
expressly tells us that the Lord said this to '^ prove " 
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Philip. And a chill of disappointment must have 
fallen upon His heart as He heard Philip's matter- 
of-fact answer^ dismissing the idea of feeding the 
multitude as wholly impracticable : ^^ Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every- 
one of them may take a little " (ver. 7). 

We must not do Philip an injustice. It is possible 
that behind his reply there lurked the feelings " But 
notwithstanding ^ The Lord will provide' " But that 
feeling was certainly not upon the surface^ and his 
gloomy calculations again contrast unfavourably with 
Andrew's prompt suggestion of the five barley loaves 
and two small fishes. Even Andrew^ it is true^ did 
not see how they were to be utilized, but still he felt 
that somehow in Christ's hands that store, small though 
it was, might be turned to practical account. 

4. And so, to pass to the next mention of Philip, it 
is interesting to find Andrew again coming to his more 
backward brother-Apostle's aid. The circumstances 
have already been recalled in connexion with the 
story of Andrew; but if we have been understand- 
ing Philip's character rightly, we can appreciate 
better now the perplexity which the Greeks* desire 
to see Jesus would cause him (John xii. 21). He 
would not wish unnecessarily to discourage these 
strangers. And there may well have been floating in 
his mind the recollection of various words and acts of 
Jesus which pointed to a mission wider than to the 
Jews. But to be himself the means of bringing 
Grreeks, Gentiles therefore, to Jesus — that was too 
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great a responsibility for the well-meaning but unima- 
ginative^ and^ if we may be allowed the expression^ 
unventuresome man. Fortunately, however, in his 
perplexity he thought of Andrew, and he in his blunt, 
practical way, at once solved the difficulty by suggest- 
ing that they should at least go and tell Jesus of the 
Greeks' request, leaving it to Him to decide whether 
He would grant it or not. 

5. The last incident in which Philip is specially 
mentioned occurred a few days later, when Master 
and disciples were gathered together at the Last 
Supper. To comfort His troubled disciples the Saviour 
had just told them in reassuring tones of the ^^ many 
mangions*' in His Father's house, whither He was 
going to ^'prepare a place" for them (John xiv. 2). 
And Philip, who had been listening with all eagerness 
to what his Lord was saying, evidently felt himself 
unable to rise to the height of the great argument. 
Who was this Father, of whom Jesus was so continu- 
ally speaking, and of whom He claimed to be the 
revelation } He was too high, too mysterious, for his 
perplexed faith to grasp. If he could only see Him, 
all, he felt, would be made clear. And so he asked, 
as so many anxious hearts have asked since, " Lord, 
shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us " (ver. 8). It is the 
old demand to have everything brought to the test of 
sight, a certain dulness of the Apostle's spiritual 
faculty, what a German critic (LuUiardt) calls his 
^^ phlegmatic circumstantiality," which had already 
prevented him from comprehending the revelation 
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actually within his reach. ** Jesus saith unto km, Have 
I been so long time tvith you, and yet hast thou not knonm 
(or^ hast thou not come to know) Me, Philip f he thai 
hath seen Me hath seen the Father, and how sayest thou 
then, Shew us the Father? Believest thou not thai I 
am in the Father, and the Father in Me ? " (w. 9, 10). 

6. With this pathetic personal appeal addressea to 
him^ Philip disappears from the Gospel story. In the 
Book of Acts his name occurs simply in the list of the 
Eleven^ and this time directly linked with the brother 
Apostle with whom he had so much in common, the 
doubting Thomas (Acts i. 13). Tradition, as usual, 
has been busy ¥dth his later history ; but it is sufficient 
to notice that, according to what seems a reliable 
account, he lived after the Ascension as one of the 
^' great lights of Asia," and was '' buried at Hierapolis 
along with his two aged virgin daughters " (note 2). 

Notes 

1. In keeping with the character of Philip, as here por- 
trayed, is the tradition preserved by Clement of Alexandria 
(Strom, iii. 4), which identifies him with the unknown 
disciple of Matt. viii. 21, who, when his Lord's call came to 
him, desired first to go and bury his father. 

2. See Euseb. Hist, Eccles, iii. 31. According to the same 
authority a third daughter was buried at Ephesus, so that 
Philip may for a time have lived there, where ne would meet 
his old friend St John — a circumstance which may help to 
exfJain the references to Philip in the Fourth Gospel. 

On the Apostle's connexion with Hierapolis see further 
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Ldghtfoot^ ChiossioM, p. 45 f.^ and Ramsay^ OUiea and 
Bishoprics of Phrygia, p. 522^ the latter of whom records an 
ancient Christian inscription recently discovered there^ in 
which reference is made to a church " of the glorious Apostle 
and theologian Philip^* (rod ivdo^ov dTo<rr6\ov Kai ^eoXcJ^ov 

St Philip's Day is observed along with St James's on 
May 1st. 

Points for Inquiry 

1. Find other instances from the Gospels of Christ's ad- 
dressing the call, ^^ Follow Me,^^ 

2. Compare John xiv. 8 with Ezod. xxxiii. 18 ff. 

3. Distinguish the Apostle from the other Philips men- 
tioned in the New Testament 

4. In what sense was St Philip the forerunner of St 
Stephen and St Paul ? 

6. Discuss in relation to the character of Philip the words 
from R. Browning's A Death in the Desert — 
^' I say, the acknowledgment of God in Christ, 
Accepted by thy reason, solves for thee 
All questions in the earth and out of it. 
And nas so far advanced thee to be wise. 
Would'st thou unprove this to re-prove the proved ? 
In life's mere minute, with power to use that proof. 
Leave knowledge and revert to how it sprung ? 
Thou hast it ; use it and forthwith, or die ! '' 
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CHAPTER VII 

ST BARTHOLOMEW — ^THE GUILELESS APOSTLE 

** Beholdt an Jiraelite indeed^ in wh(munoguiU/**'-^OBix i. 47, R.y. 

" The child-like faith, that asks not sight, 
Waits not for wonder or for sign, 
Believes, because it loves aright—- 
Shall see things greater, things divine. 

Heaven to that gaze shall open wide, 

And brightest Angels to and fro 
On messages of love shallglide 

Twixt God above and Christ below." 

Eeblb, St Bartholomew the ApottU, 

1. Of Bartholomew we know nothing except his 
name^ unless^ as is now very generally done^ we 
identify him with the Nathanael of John i. 45-51 and 
xxi. 2. The reasons for this identification are mainly 
these. (1) The call of Nathanael is placed by St 
John in the first chapter of his Gospel on an equal 
footing with the call of the other four disciples^ all 
of whom afterwards became Apostles. (2) In the 
Fourth Gospel we hear nothing of Bartholomew^ but 
Phihp and Nathanael are brought into close con- 
nexion ; in the Synoptic Gospels Nathanael is never 
mentioned^ but Bartholomew's name in the lists of 
the Apostles always occurs immediately after Philip's. 
(3) The habit of bearing two names was very common 
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among the Apostles^ and in the present case is the 
more likely because Bartholomew is a mere patronjrmic^ 
the Apostle's full name being Nathanael ( = the ^ffc of 
God, like the Greek Theodore), the son of Tolmai. 
Assuming, then, on these grounds the identity of 
Nathanael and Bartholomew, we may turn at once to 
the story of his call as narrated by St John. 

2. It was effected through the instrumentality of 
the Apostle Philip. Immediately after his own call, 
Philip had been summoned by Jesus to accompany 
Him to Galilee, and, apparently on the journey, he 
found Nathanael, who belonged to " Cana in Galilee " 
(John xxi. 2), and addressed to him the words, " We 
nave found Him, oftvhom Moses in the law, and the pro- 
phets, did nnite, Jesus 0/ Nazareth, the son of Joseph " 
(John i. 45). We have had occasion to notice already 
how characteristic of Philip himself this deliberate, 
matter-of-fact invitation was; but at the same time 
we cannot fail to notice that it was just the form 
of invitation which would have most weight with 
Nathanael. A devout Jew, he was an earnest student 
of Scripture, and it is further by no means improbable 
that he may at one time have been a follower of John 
the Baptist. In any case he must have heard of 
John's message, and been roused to the expectation, 
then so widely prevalent, of a coming Deliverer close 
at hand. It would therefore be with an intense thrill 
of interest that he would listen to Philip's words. 
And yet there was something in them which he did 
not understand. Philip had spoken of Nazareth in 
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connexion with the Messiah. But was it not already 
proverbial that *^ Out of Galilee ariseth no prophet " 
(John vii. 52)? Besides^ how could any such ^^ good 
thing " come out of a village^ whose very name was 
not even mentioned in the Old Testament? (John i. 46) 
(note 1). But for all such guileless prejudice Philip 
had a ready answer. He did not attempt to argue 
with Nathanael. He was satisfied that if only he 
could bring him into direct contact with Jesus Himself^ 
He would be His own best witness. And so he 
proposed the simple test, '^ Come and see*' 

S. How well in NathanaeFs case the test succeeded 
his after history proves. As accompanied by Philip 
he drew near, Jesus, speaking not to him but of him 
in tones loud enough to be overheard, exclaimed, 
^^ Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guHef** 
(John i. 47). It was a tribute of the highest kind. 
^' ^ Israelite was the title which on many grounds the 
Jew was best pleased to bear" (Trench). For not 
only did it mark him out peculiarly as a member of 
God's chosen people, but it reminded him, as the 
more general terms Jew and Hebrew could not do, 
of his great ancestor who by faith and prayer had 
received the title from God Himself (Gen. xxxii. 28). 
In any case, it was what had been best and highest 
in Jacob, certainly not the deceit which had marked 
his early years, that Jesus now found in this ^'guile- 
less** disciple, who by his frank, open nature was so 
well fitted for receiving higher truth. And it is 
further in perfect harmony ¥dth the true simplicity of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ST BARTHOLOMEW 59 

NathanaeFs character^ that we do not find him at once 
disclaiming this praise^ as a less genuine man might 
have done, but rather asking in tones of wonder, 
^' Whence knowest thou me?" He is conscious that 
this Man, with whom he is now standing face to face, 
is reading him through and through, and knows his 
inmost heart And how much must this conviction 
have been deepened by Jesus' answer, ^^ Before that 
Philip called thee, when thou wast under the Jig-tree, I saw 
thee" (John i. 48). It is impossible to doubt that 
some definite event in NathanaeFs history is here 
referred to, some spiritual crisis through which he 
had been passing, and which had led to his with- 
drawal under the fig-tree for meditation and prayer. 
For him therefore this fresh evidence of Christ's preter- 
natural knowledge was sufficient to dispel all lurking 
doubts, and to call forth the homage that had been 
previously withheld : ^^ Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God ; 
Thou aH the King of Israel " (John i. 49). 

4. The words, whatever eke they implied, were at 
least a frank confession of the Messidhship of Jesus, 
and witnessed alike to the greatness of His Person 
and the dignity of His office. And as such, they 
received at once their due reward. ^^ Jesus answered, 
. . . Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the Jig-tree, 
believest thou ? thou shall see greater things than these" 
And then in imagery clearly borrowed from the vision 
of Jacob (Gen. xxviii. 12) He went on to show 
Nathanael what these "greater things" should be. 
" Ye," He continued, including in the promise not only 
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Nathanael^ but all true believers^ " shall see the heavens 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man " (John i. 50, 51, R.V.). 

We cannot enter here into the many and striking 
truths which these great words contain, and which 
only time and experience could enable Nathanael to 
realize. But henceforth this at least must have been 
clear to him, that a free and unceasing intercourse had 
now been established between heaven and earthy and 
that in this new Master he had at length found the 
means of satisfying his inmost longings and hopes. 
The "guileless " man had learned what all true seekers 
after God have experienced, that " an honest and good 
heart" is the best soil for the implanting of Divine 
truth, and that to him who is faithful to the highest 
light he has and obeys it, the perfect vision will one 
day be granted (note 2). 

5. Of the rest of Nathanael or Bartholomew's his- 
tory we know practically nothing. In the Synoptic 
Gospels he is never mentioned except in the lists of 
the Twelve Apostles, and in St John his name does 
not again occur except in chap. xxi. 2, where we read of 
him as present at the miraculous draught of fishes 
after the Lord's Resurrection. 

According to traditions, which are, however, entitled 
to no credit, he afterwards travelled into India, carry- 
ing with him the Gospel of St Matthew, and returning 
thence preached in Armenia and CiHcia. Eventually, 
so it is said, he met his death by being first flayed 
alive, and then crucified (note 3). 
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But for him deaths however it came^ would have no 
terrors. He had, like Mr Honest in the Pilgrim's 
Progress, whom Bunyan compares to him, ^^in his life- 
time spoken to one Good Conscience " to meet him by 
death's dark river when he arrived there, " the which 
he [Good Conscience] also did, and lent him his hand, 
ana so helped him over." And who can doubt that 
when he reached the other side, it was to find his 
Lord's benediction fulfilled for him in a striking degree : 
'* Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see God ** 
(Matt. V. 8). 

Notes 

1. There is no evidence (unless we accept this passage as 
such) that Nazareth enjoyed a peculiarly bad reputation 
among the villages of Galilee (c/., however. Matt. xiii. 58 ; 
Luke iv. 29). NathanaePs words do not necessarily im- 
ply more than that it was a place hitherto unconnected 
with any great promise of God. 

2. The story of the calling of Nathanael, along with the 
calling of Philip, is well treated by Archbishop Trench in 
bis Studies in the Gospels, No. 2. On the guilelessness 
of the Apoetle^s character, see J. H. Newman, Sermons for 
the FestifMls of the Church, Sermon xxvii. 

3. In works of art Bartholomew is generally represented 
with a large knife, the instrument of his martyrdom. Some- 
times, as in Michael Angelo^s Last Judgment, he has his 
own skin hanging over his arm. 



St Bartholomew's day is observed on August 24th. 
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Points for Inquiry. 

1. Find other instances of Christ as the interpreter of 
men^s thoughts. 

2. Investigate the use of the title San of man in the 
Gospels. 

3. Contrast the ^^ Israelite indeed'' with ^^ Israel qfter the 
flesh " ; and gather from the Psalms descriptions of g^ile- 



4. Read and compare St Augustine's account of his con- 
version in his Confessions (Bk. viii. 12). 



CHAPTER VIII 

ST MATTHEW THE PUBLICAN APOSTLE 

^*And at HepoMed by, He saw Levi the son ofAlphamt sUting ai ikt 
reeeipi of custom^ amdaaid unto him, Follow Me, And he arose and 
followed JSTm."— Mark ii. 14. 

" At once he rose, and left his gold ; 
His treasure and his heart 
Transferr'd, where he shall safe behold 

Earth and her idols part ; 
While he beside his endless store 
Shall sit, and floods unceasing pour 
Of Christ's true riches o'er all tune and sMuse, 
First angel of His Church, first steward of His Grace." 

Kbblb, St Matthew the Apostle* 

1. The original name of the Apostle Matthew was 
Levi, or, as he is styled in full, ^^ Levi the son ofAlphams" 
for there can be no reasonable doubt that Matt. ix. 9 
and Mark ii. 14 refer to the same event And if so, 
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the probability is that at the time of his call or con- 
version the new disciple received from Jesus the new 
name Matthew, which means literally ^'Jehovah's 
gift," and that by it he came afterwards to be generally 
known in Christian circles (note 1). 

2. Of Matthew's early Hfe all that we are told is 
that he followed the occupation of a publican or tax- 
gatherer at Capernaum, though he was not, as is often 
thought, in the service of the Roman government, but 
rather of Herod Antipas, who was allowed by Rome to 
levy the taxes within his tetrarchy (note, 2). The 
point is not without importance as helping us to 
understand how a man with Matthew's keen national 
instincts could exercise the duty of tax-gatherer at aU, 
but it would do little to lessen the unpopularity with 
which his calling was, as a rule, regarded by his fellow- 
countrymen. Ajid though we have no evidence for 
charging him personaUy with the extortion and fraud 
into which the members of his profession were so 
liable to fall {cf. Luke iii. 12, 13 ; xix. 8), the con- 
tempt and suspicion with which he would be regarded 
could hardly fail to have a hardening effect upon him. 
It is a striking proof, therefore, of t£e ^^ soul of good- 
ness " that was in him, that Matthew showed himself 
able to rise above the depressing and degrading effect 
of his immediate surroundings, and to respond with so 
much readiness to the call which Christ addressed to 
him at his place of toll. For that call demanded from 
him a more immediate and complete surrender than 
had been the case with some of the earUer disciples* 
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Peter and Andrew and the two sons of Zebedee had 
been permitted to return for a time at least to their 
old homes and work^ even after Christ's first call vras 
addressed to them. But for the tax-gatherer who once 
left his table no such return was possible^ and at one 
bound Matthew exchanged^ in the quaint words of an 
old writer, ^^ wealth for poverty, a custom-house for a 
prison, gainful masters for a naked and despised 
Saviour" (Cave). 

3. It is sometimes thought that this was the first 
occasion on which Jesus and Matthew had met, and 
that it was owing to the irresistible attraction of the 
Saviour's personality, and the union of authority and 
tenderness which pervaded His every word and act, 
that the tax-gatherer fell at once so completely under 
His spell. But when we remember that Capernaum, 
where Matthew lived, was claimed by Jesus as " His 
onmcity** (Matt. ix. 1), and that many of His mighty 
works had been wrought there (Mark i. 27; ii. 12; 
Luke V. 24 f.), it is surely more likely that Matthew had 
already frequently been brought into contact with 
Jesus, and that consequently new thoughts and feel- 
ings had for some time been working in his breast. 
He had become dissatisfied with his former mode of 
life, and the atmosphere of exaction and deceit in 
which it was so apt to be involved. And no sooner 
had he heard this new Teacher proclaiming, with no 
uncertain voice, the advent of a Kingdom of righteous- 
ness and peace, than the message had gone straight 
home to his heart. It needed then but one direct 
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word from Jesus Himself^ and he followed Him as His 
obedient disciple. 

4. In close connexion with the accomit of 
Matthew's call, we hear of a great feast which the 
new disciple gave in honour of Jesus, and to which 
he invited many of his old friends (Matt. ix. 10-13). 
The feast was intended doubtless in the first instance 
as an expression of gratitude to Christ on Matthew's 
part; but along with that, there was the evident 
desire that others, circumstanced as he himself had 
been, should be brought to share in the blessings 
which he now enjoyed. Such, at any rate, proved to 
be the case, for there are few scenes in all the rich 
pages of the Gospels that exhibit more clearly the re- 
demptive character of Christ's work. Were these 
publicans and sinners spiritually diseased? It was 
His function as a Physician to heal. Were they from 
the world's point of view hopeless outcasts ? The 
very object of His coming was to call not the righteous 
but sinners. 

The whole story of Matthew indeed is an emphatic 
witness to the great truth that Jesus is no respecter of 
]>ersons. To select a tax-gatherer as an Apostle was, to 
say the least, to set at defiance all the ordinary rules 
of worldly prudence, and inevitably to arouse strong 
Jewish prejudices against Him. But these things did 
not deter Jesus when He saw in Matthew one 
spiritually fitted for His service. ^' Confident in the 
power of truth. He chose the base things of the world 
in preference to things held in esteem, assured that 

E 
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they would conquer at the last. Aware that both He 
and His disciples would be despised and rejected of 
men for a season^ He went calmly on His way . . . 
like one who knew that His work concerned all nations and 
all time " (Bruce). 

^ 5. St Matthew does not come before us elsewhere 
in the New Testament except in the bare mention of 
his name in the lists of the Twelve Apostles ; but the 
manner in which that mention is made in his own 
Gospel throws an interesting side-Ught on his 
character. For while St Mark and St Luke give us 
the order, ^^ Matthew and Thomas " (Mark iii 18 ; Luke 
vi. 15), he himself has placed Thomas first, " Thomas 
and Matthew ** (Matt. x. 3). And not only so, but he 
alone of the Evangelists attaches to hiis name the 
despised designation of ^Hhe publican** It is as if 
he wishes to emphasize in the strongest manner the 
greatness of the change that had been wrought in him; 
and by reminding others of the lowliness of his origin, 
to lead them to magnify along with him the Hand Uiat 
had worked his deUverance. 

6. After Christ's Ascension St Matthew remained; 
according to tradition, for some years in Jerusalem; 
and it was then doubtless that he employed himself in 
gathering together the materials out of which the 
First Gospel was afterwards constructed (note S). It 
was in the discourses of his Master that he was 
specially interested, and had it not been for his care 
many of our Lord's most precious words would have 
been lost to us. To mention only one, it is to St 
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Matthew that we owe the most gracious of all Christ's 
invitations^ ^^ Come unto Me, all ye that labour , and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest " (Matt. xi. 28). 

Other noticeable features of St Matthew's Gospel 
cannot be discussed here ; but no reader of it can fail 
to be struck with the depth of national sympathy 
which it betrays. Writing as a Jew for Jews, St 
Matthew's aim throughout was to show how in Jesus 
of Nazareth the utmost hopes of the Jewish nation 
had been fulfilled. And " it could not but strengthen 
the cause [of Christ] to have among the Apostles one 
who looked for the consolation of Israel in the old 
Hebrew way " (Latham). 

7. On leaving Jerusalem, St Matthew went appa- 
rently as a missionary to Egypt and Ethiopia, where he 
is said to have lived the life of a rigorous ascetic, 
subsisting on ^^ seeds, and fruits, and herbs without 
flesh." Accounts vary as to his death. It was the 
common belief of the Eastern Church that he died a 
natural death ; but in Western works of art he is re- 
presented as being slain by the sword. An interesting 
traditional saying of his has been preserved to the 
effect that ^^when the neighbour of an elect man 
sins he himself has sinned ; for had he lived as the 
Word commands, his neighbours would have so re- 
verenced him as to refrain from sinning " (note 4). 

Notes 

1. According to another view the name ^^ Matthew" is 
connected with a Hebrew word meaning ^^ man." 

2. See Schiirer, The Jewish People in the Time of Jesus 
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Christy Div. I. vol. ii. p. 67 ; and upon the whole position of 
the tax-gathwers in Palestine^ £dersheim^ Jesus the Messiah, 
vol. i j>. 516 f. 

3. Ine critical questions involved in the origin of St 
Matthew's Gospel ne heyond our present scope ; but there 
can be no doubt that the Apostle had a large share in deter- 
mining the nature of what Renan has described as ^^ the 
most important book of Christendom — the most important 
book that has ever been written.^^ See further the Temple 
Bible^ 8t Matthew and St Mark, p. zviii. f. 

4. It is in keeping with Matthew^s retiring character that 
no fraternity or nation has chosen him for its patron^ and 
that his day — the 21st of September — ^was not generally 
kept until the eleventh century. In works of art he is gene- 
rally depicted with a purse or money-bag^ as significant of his 
former vocation. 



Points of Inquiry 

1. Find other instances of change of name to denote 
change of li£B. 

2. Collect some of the most striking of Christ's words 
which are recorded by St Matthew alone. 

3. Examine St MattheVs Gospel for (1) its Jewish 
character ; (2^ its habit of grouping closely related teachings 
and events ; (3) its view of Christ. 

4. Illustrate from the story of St Matthew the saving, 
the hopeful 4 and the joyous cliaracter of Christ's mission. 
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CHAPTER IX 



8T THOMAS THE DOUBTING APOSTLE 

" JtxuM taiih unto him, BecoMte thou had seen, Me, thou hast believed : 
bleated tare they that have not $een, and pet have believed.** 

John xx. 29. R.V. 

*'' Never be afraid io doubt, if only you have the disposition to 
believe, and doubt in order that you may end in beueving the 
Truth/' 

COLEBIDOB, Aide to MeJleeUon, Aph. xxiv. 

** Ju9t 80 much of doubt 
As bade me plant a surer foot upon 
The sun-road/' 

R. Bbowkino, Paraedtut, 

The Apostle Thomas will always be chiefly remem- 
bered for his doubt; and yet that doubt is often 
strangely misinter^Hreted^ and a needlessly harsh judg- 
ment passed upon it. And it is only as we try to 
understand the character of Thomas as a whole that 
we can enter into his feelings at what proved to be the 
great crisis of his life. The materials for such a study 
consist entirely of a few brief notices in the Gospel 
of St John^ but these are so significant and agree so 
exactly together^ that they leave upon our minds a 
wonderfully distinct impression of what manner of man 
Thomas must have been (note 1). 

1. The first of these notices occurs in the narrative 
of events immediately preceding the raising of Lazarus. 
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Owing to the hostility of the Jews, Jesus had with- 
drawn to Persea^ and there the news of Lazarus' 
sickness had reached Him. Two days after. He 
announced His determination to His disciples, '^ Let 
us go into Jtidasa agaiti " (John xi. 7). Such a proposal 
was viewed with distrust bv all. "Master" they re- 
minded Him^ "the Jems of late sought to stone Theey 
and goest Thou thither again f " (ver. 8). But when a 
second time Jesus announced the same intention, no 
further difficulties were raised. All were silent, save 
one. And this time it was not the bold Peter, nor the 
loving John, who constituted himself the spokesman 
of the little band, but Thomas. " Let us also go" he 
exclaimed, " that we may die with Him " (ver. 16). 

These are not the words of cold, critical doubt, or of 
shrinking fear. They are the expression rather of a 
deep, strong love, that will not stay back, although it 
foresees death in the near future. And yet just because 
it is on the thought of death that he dwells, the failing 
in Thomas's character appears. He has faith ; but it 
is faith without hope. He allows difficulties and 
dangers to which he cannot shut his eyes to peiplez 
and sadden him. And while in the intensity of his 
personal devotion he cannot bear the thought of being 
separated from Christ, it still seems to him that the 
way he is called to tread is only the way of death. 

Nor does Jesus on this occasion seek to correct His 
disciple's error. Hard and sharp as the discipline is, 
it will be b^st both for Thomas and the other disciples 
that they should be left to discover the full truth for 
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themselves. And so together Master and disciples 
return to Judaea. 

2. When Thomas found his expectations behed^ and 
a new popular enthusiasm awakened towards Jesus 
owing to the great miracle which He had worked^ we 
can well believe that for the time being his fears were 
dispelled. It would therefore be with strangely con- 
flicting emotions that the Apostle would hear his 
Master's farewell words at the last Passover feast^ 
" Yet a Utile while I am with you, . . . I go to prepare 
a place for you " (John xiii. 33 ; xiv. 2). These surely 
were not the words of a conquering King. They spoke 
rather of separation^ nay^ hinted clearly at death. And 
when accordingly in still more explicit terms Jesus 
announced His departure, " Whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know** (John xiv. 4), Thomas could no 
longer restrain himself : " Lord, we know not whither Thou 
goest : and how can we know the way ? " (ver. 5). 

We do Thomas an injustice again if we take these 
as the words of a merely idle curiosity. They are 
rather the cry of an earnest, but perplexed heart. As 
Thomas had come to realize that his own life was 
bound up with Christ's life, it was to him a matter of 
the deepest, most vital importance to know whither 
Christ was going. And so very tenderly Jesus sought 
to encourage him. " Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me " (ver. 6). Let Thomas, that is, be content to 
leave the future, the whither, alone ; and in union with 
his Lord learn step by step the meaning of the way. 
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3. For the next notice of Thomas we must pass on 
to the evening of the first Easter Day. The disciples 
were gathered together^ doubtless in the Upper Room 
where the Last Supper had been held. Already that 
morning they had heard strange tidings of an empty 
tomb and a vision of angels^ which could hardly liave 
failed to awaken in their minds the recollection of how 
Jesus Himself had frequently spoken of a rising again 
on the third day. They had not understood His words 
at the time. Could it be that they were going to learn 
their meaning now? And so they waited until ib 
answer to their weak but obedient faith^ " Jemu came 
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them. Peace be unto 
you, . . . Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 
Lord** (John XX. 19, 20). 

But in this general rejoicing Thomas had no share. 
" Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with 
them when Jesus came'* (yer. 24). His absence may 
have been accidental; but more probably it was of 
set purpose. If up to this point we have understood 
the character of Thomas rightly, we can easily see that 
upon few, if any of the disciples, would the news of 
the death of Jesus fall with such a shock as upon him. 
He had been hoping almost against hope that what 
appeared to him the strange contradictions in the life 
of Jesus, the earthly poverty and suffering on the 
one hand, the heavenly glory and power on the other, 
would one day be reconciled, and that Jesus would 
stand forth, adknowledged by all, as in very truth the 
promised King of Israel But Uie cross had put an 
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end to all that. How could the Messiah die shame- 
fully on the cross ? The very depth of Thomas's love 
and the intensity of his longings had led to a corre- 
spondingly strong reaction towards despair. NaturaUy 
despondent^ he could not rise above the heaviest blow 
which as yet his faith had been called upon to bear^ 
and in consequence he lost that first revelation of 
the Risen Lord which his brother-Apostles enjoyed. 
They were not long^ however, in communicating the 
glad news to him. Seeking him out, they kept on 
telling him, ^^ We have seen the Lord " (ver. 25). But 
to all their representations the anxious Apostle had 
but one answer, ^^ Except I shall see in His hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nailsy and thrust my hand into His side, I will not beheve " 
(ver. 25). It was not that Thomas did not wish to 
believe ; but that to him in his then state of mind the 
fact was too stupendous, the hopes it awakened too 
great, to be received except on the most conclusive 
personal evidence. The mere report of others could 
avail nothing here. ^^ Except I shall see. . . . I will not 
believer 

4. The days that followed would be long dreary 
days for Thomas. We can imagine him going over 
all the evidence he could collect regarding the differ- 
ent appearances of the Risen Lord, weighing it in his 
mind, and struggling with his doubts. And yet during 
all that time, and this is very significant as showing 
his true position, Thomas did not separate himself 
from the other Apostles ; nor did they seek to avoid 
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him. There was evidently a growing hope on both 
sides that soon all would again be one in union i^ith 
a living Lord. And at length that hope was realized. 
Once more ^* after eight days,** on the first weekly return 
therefore of the day of the Resurrection, the disciples 
'^ mere within, and Thomas with them " : once more 
^^ came Jesus . . . and stood in the midst, and said, 
Peace be unto you ** (John xx. 26). The mere appear- 
ance of Jesus, we may be sure, would be enough 
to dispel all Thomas's doubts. But as if to remove 
the smallest possibility of unbehef, even while re- 
buking the spirit which had led to it, Jesus offered 
His now humbled and ashamed Apostle the very 
proof that he desired : " Reach hither thy finger, and 
behold My hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust 
it into My side" (ver. 27). 

We are not told that Thomas availed himself of the 
permission thus accorded. Everything rather com- 
bines to show that he did not, and that the con- 
viction for which he had longed so ardently was 
borne in directly and irresistibly upon the Apostle's 
mind. And believing, loving, adoring, Thomas threw 
himself at his Master's feet, with the cry, " My Lord 
and my God " (ver. 28). 

It is the loftiest tribute which we find any of the 
Apostles bearing to their Lord, the most distinct asser- 
tion of Christ's Divinity contained in the Gospels. 
Thomas is the first, the most illustrious example, 
of what so often meets us afterwards in the history 
of the Church — the honest doubter becoming the 
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deepest believer^ the man the very strength of whose 
character and powers has prevented him from giving 
a mere easy assent to truths which he sees to be 
of vital moment passings when that assent has been 
gained^ into a foremost champion of the faith. And 
so for us, as for him, the law still is, " Be not" rather 
** Become not faithless, hut believing," Keep fast hold 
of the fSadth you have, that it may prove a stepping- 
stone to higher things. Turn your eyes to the Ught, 
though it is now only faint and shadowy like the 
first streaks of dawn : gradually it will broaden more 
and more unto the perfect day (note 2). 

" For all thy rankling doubts so sore. 
Love thou thy Saviour still, 
Him for thy Lord and God adore. 

And ever do His wiU. 
Though vexing thoughts may seem to last. 
Let not thy soul be quite o'ercast ; — 
Soon will He show thee all His wounds, and say, 
^ Long have I known thy name — ^know thou My face 
alway." 

Notes 

1. The appellation Thomas is hardly a proper name, but 
really the Aramaic form of the Hebrew for twin, as St John 
repeatedly explains it (John xi. 16 ; xx. 24 ; xxi. 2\ Accord- 
ing to Eusebius (Sist. Eccles, i. 13), the Apostle s personal 
name was Judas Thomas, and he is so named in the apocrv- 
phal Acta Thoma. A secondaiy name would thus be readily 
substituted to distinguish him from the other two Judases in 
the Apostolic Band. 
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2. The Acta Tkoma are our earliest authority ibr the 
tradition^ that when the Apostles cast lots for the quarter of 
the world in which each was to preach the Gospel^ India fdl 
to the lot of Thomas. According^ however^ to another 
account^ Parthia was his allotted region (Euseb. Hist, Eccles, 
iii. 1) ; while later traditions ascribe to him the foanda- 
tion of the Christian Church in Malabar. He is said to 
have died a natural death (Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. 9)^ and 
finally to have been buried at Edessa (Socr. H. E. iv. 18). 

St Thomas is commemorated by the Latin Church <»i 
December 21^ and by the Greek Church on October 6. 

Points for Inquiry 

1. Enumerate the different appearances of the Risen Lord 
during the Great Forty Days. 

2. Compare Thomars confession of Christ (John xx. 28) 
with those of Nathanael (John i. 49) and of Peter (Matt. xvL 
16 ; John vi. 68, 69). 

3. Discuss — 

(a) ^^ Thomas doubted that we may not doubt" (St 

Augustine). 

(b) ^' There lives more faith in honest doubt. 

Believe me, than in half the creeds.'^ 

Tennyson. 

(c) " Philip believed without confidence. Thomas believed 

without hope ** (Westcott). 
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CHAPTER X 

ST JAMBS, ST JUDAS, AND ST SIMON THE UNKNOWN 

APOSTLES 

" Jame» ikt ton ofAlphxeus, and Thaddaus, and Simon the CaTiancean," 

Mark iii 18, R.V. 

*^ All service ranks the same with God : 
If now, as formerly he trod 
Paradise, his presence fills 
Our eartii, each only as God wills 
Can work — God's puppets, best and worst. 
Are we ; there is no last nor first." 

R. Bbownhto, Pippa Pcutet, 

We seem at first sight to knowlittle more than the names 
of the three Apostles who head the last group of four 
in the Apostolic company ; but a careful examination 
of the Gospel passages in which they are mentioned 
elicits a few further particulars regarding them which 
are deserving of notice. 

1. The first of the three is described by St Mark as 
"James ike son of Alphasus" (Mark iii. 18), and it is 
now very generally agreed tnat this Alphaeus is to 
be identified with the Qopas of John xfar. 25 (A.V. 
margin, R.V.), Clopas being a simple transliteration of 
the Aramaic Halphai. If so, we gain the additional 
facts regarding James, that his mother's name was 
Mary, that he had a brother called Joses, and that 
he hhnself was sometimes known as James the Less, 
or rather James the Little (Matt, xxvii. 56; Mark 
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XV. 40), either because of his shortness of stature, 
or more probably to distinguish him from the better 
known James, the son of Zebedee. 

Some would go further, and by applying the imme- 
diately preceding words in John xix. 25, " His " (f.^. 
Jesus') " mother* s sister" to Mary, the wife of Clopas, 
find in James one of the Lord's "brethren" (note 1); 
but tempting though this is, it is almost certain, from a 
comparison of the parallel statements in Matt, xxvii. 
56 and Mark xv. 40, that it is Salome, the mother of 
the Apostle John, who is referred to, and who is left 
unnamed in accordance with the writer's regular usage 
regarding his brother and himself. 

Nor are there any good grounds for identifying 
Alphaeus the father of James either with Alphaeus the 
father of Levi or Matthew (Mark ii. 14), or, under his 
other name of Clopas, with the Cleopas of Luke xxiv. 
18. And we must be content therefore to admit that 
this James is almost an entirely unknown Apostle, 
and, so far as we can judge, has no connexion with 
any of the other Jameses mentioned in the New 
Testament. 

2, Our next Apostle is sometimes known as the 
three-named Apostle, for while in St Mark he appears 
simply as Thaddaeus (chap. iii. 18), in St Matthew 
this is represented as the surname of a certain Lebbaeus 
(chap. X. 8), and in St Luke the same man seems to 
be described as Judas the son (not the brother, as in 
the A.V.) of James (chap. vi. l6; cf. Acts i. 18). 
According to the best texts, however, the mention of 
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Lebbaeus in Matt. x. 3 should be omitted (note 2), and 
we are left therefore with an Apostle bearing the 
double name of Judas Thaddaeus, the latter in all 
probability being a surname derived from a Hebrew 
word meaning praise, and pointing to the heartiness 
of the Apostle's character. Those who are unable to 
accept this identification fall back on the hypothesis 
that Thaddaeus died, or left the Apostolic company, 
during the lifetime of Jesus, and that Judas the son 
of James was appointed to take his place. But this 
is very unlikely, and it is better to see in our Apostle 
the same ^^ Judas not Iscariot" who at the farewell 
meeting with the Twelve put to Jesus the question, 
"Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, 
and not unto the world ? " (John xiv. 22). It is the one 
word ascribed to this Judas in all the Gospels, and in 
itself it is sufficient to show how little. Apostle though 
he was, he had risen above the thought of a temporal 
Messiah publicly manifesting Himself to the world, 
and how much he needed to be reminded that the 
power of receiving a Divine revelation rested upon the 
previously fulfilled conditions of obedience and love. 

Apart from this, the whole of Judas's history is 
again a blank, for he has nothing to do, as is some- 
times asserted, with Judas the "brother" of Jesus 
(Matt. xiii. 55 ; Mark vi. 3), and the early Church 
traditions regarding him are involved in too great 
confusion to furnish reliable information. 

3. Of Simon all that we know is contained in the 
description, "the Cananasan*' (Mark iii. 18, R.V.), or 
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as the epithet is rendered by St Luke^ " the Zealot '* 
(chap. vi. 15 ; Acts i. 18) (note 3). And as by *^ the 
Zealots" are generally understood a fanatical party, 
headed by Judas of Galilee^ who were so bitterly 
exposed to the dominion of Rome that they were 
ready to hasten the Messianic hope by the sword 
(Acts v. 37), it is often thought that before becoming 
a disciple of Christ Simon actually belonged to their 
number. It may be^ however^ that the name is in- 
tended rather to point to the Apostle's personal char- 
acter^ and that " as the first Simon was rock-like^ so 
the second was characterized by jealousy for what he 
conceived to be right or true." 

Simon's special companion in the Apostolic Band is 
sometimes imagined to have been Judas the son of 
James^ in accordance with the legendary story that 
both were numbered among the shepherds of Bethle- 
hem^ to whom the angels revealed the birth of Jesus ; 
while^ on the ground of similarity of temperament^ he 
is also associated with Judas Iscariot. But all this is 
pure conjecture. And it is safer simply to notice 
(with Dr Bruce) the interesting union in the little 
band of Twelve of two men naturally so opposed as 
Simon the Zealot and Matthew the publican — the 
tax-hater and the tax-gatherer, a prophecy of the 
Church of the future, where all outward distinctions 
would have disappeared^ and all would be " one man m 
Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii 28, R.V.). 

4. These then are the few particulars which alone 
we can gather regarding St James, St Judas, and St 
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Simon. And if at first it strikes us as strange that so 
little should be known regarding three men who were 
actually included among the Apostles of Jesus, their 
very obscurity makes them of peculiar interest to us. 
For after all is not obscurity, insignificance, the 
common lot ? To few men, and to them only rarely, 
is it given to do some great or startling deed, and to 
draw down upon themselves, if only for a moment, the 
world's regard. And the fact that our Lord found 
places in His chosen band not only for a St Peter, a 
St James, and a St John, but for a St James the son 
of Alphsus, a St Judas the son of James, and a St 
Simon the Cananaean, may well encourage all patient 
and quiet workers who are called upon to spend day 
after day in the ordinary quiet routine, and to rest, 
when they die, in unknown and unvisited tombs. 
The very names of some of Christ's most faithful 
followers may not be known upon earth. But what 
of that } Are they not ^' written in the Lamb's book of 
life-? 

Notes 

1. On the difficult question of the " Brethren of the 
Lord " it must be sufficient to refer to Dr Mayor^s article in 
Hastings^ Diet, of the Bible, vol. i. pp. 320-26, and to Mr 
Reed^s note in Oompanione of the Lord, pp. 265-69. 

2. Westcott and Hort think that the insertion of the 
name Lebbseus is due to an early attempt to bring Levi 
within the Twelve, the two names being very similar in 
Aramaic, Lewi and Levi or Lebi or Lebbi (N,T, in Cheek, 
vol. ii. App., p. 11 f.). 

3. The R.V. is the first of the English versions to make 

F 
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clear that CananiBan = Zealot. The A.V.^ following most 
of its predecessors^ makes it a local adjective^ " the Canaao- 
ite/' that is " of Cana'' or " of Canaan.'' 

St James's Day is observed on May Ist^ and St Simon and 
St Jude's on October 28th. 

Points for Inquiry 

1. Distinguish the Simons of the New Testament. 

2. Find ol^er instances in the Bible of the services of the 
obscure. 

3. Illustrate 1 Cor. i. 26-28 from the history of the 
Christian Church. 

4. Discuss the principle that our duty is not to be mea- 
sured by our own ability, and find biblieEJ examples of its 
application. 



CHAPTER XI 

JUDAS ISCARIOT THE TRAITOR APOSTLE 

** While I was wUh them, I kept them in Thy name which Thou had 
^iven Me: and Imumied ihemy and nof 
Inn of perdition ; tMU the scripture might I 



given Me : and I qujorded ihemy and not one of them perished, bui (iU 

JomfT xTii. 12, R.V. 

" He, in twelve, 
Found truth in all but one." 

Shakbsfiabb, Michard IL, Ad iv. ao. 1. 

*' Judas had his freedom of choice, his opportunities, his wamingi, 
... he became the Betrayer because he chose to do so." 

LiDDON, Passiontide Sermons, idf. 

1. The last of the Twelve Apostles will alwa^ be 
principally remembered for his great crime. What- 
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ever good qualities Judas may once have possessed^ 
they are now forgotten in view of the fact that he 
betrayed his Lord. Judas Iscariot^ "who also betrayed 
Him " (Matt. x. 4) ; Judas Iscariot^ " who was the 
traitor" or more literally, " who became a traitor " (Luke 
vi. 16) — in some such form the sad indictment is rarely 
absent when the Apostle's name is mentioned in the 
Gospels. And the historian of the Acts of the Apostles, 
in describing the choice of Matthias, expressly tells us 
that it was " to take the place in this ministry and apostle- 
ship, from which Judas jell away, that he nughi go to his 
own place" (Acts i. 25, R.V.). The "place" to which 
Christ had raised him, Judas had deliberately forfeited 
for the "place" which his own covetousness and self- 
will had prepared. 

2. It is a melancholy story, and we cannot wonder 
that the question has often been raised how it was 
that Jesus ever came to choose Judas as an Apostle at 
idl. It can certainly not have been deliberately as the 
future traitor, as at one time used to be asserted. Nor 
is there any better ground for the supposition that 
owing to imperfect knowledge Jesus was altogether 
mistsdcen in Judas, and, when too late, discovered to 
His cost a " devil," where He had looked for an angel. 
The probability rather is, that the call of Judas was 
one of those bold ventures which love is ever making. 
Knowing as He did all that is in man, Jesus saw in 
Judas a man of great possibilities, active, determined, 
resourceful, and He resolved to give him the oppor- 
tunity of turning these qualities to their highest 
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account. And if^ like every other man^ Judas had 
also " the defects of his qualities/' there was no reason 
to start with why they should have proved more 
perilous in his case than in the case of St Peter or of 
St John^ or why, through the constraining power of 
Christ's affection^ he should not have become as useful 
and honoured a member of the Apostolic Band as 
they. If he failed, the fault was his own. And the 
few notices that we have of Judas in the Gospels 
mark very clearly the steps leading to his faU. 

3. Of the life of Judas previous to his call to the 
Apostleship we know practically nothing. But the 
fact that, along with his father Simon (John vi. 71 ; 
xiii. 26, R.V.), he is generally described as Iscariot, that 
is a man of Kerioth a town or village in Southern 
Palestine (Josh. xv. 25), points to his being a Judaean by 
birth, and if so, he was probably the only Judaean 
amongst the Twelve (note 1 ). He would certidnly seem, 
at any rate, to have had no immediate relatives or ac- 
quaintances in the little company. And this may 
have led to his occupying from the first a somewhat 
separate and solitary position. At the same time his 
natural force of character and power of management 
were evidently recognized, for when, through pious 
gifts and in other ways, the Apostles came to possess 
certain funds of their own, they appointed Judas their 
treasurer (John xiii. 29). 

4. How misplaced, however, their confidence was, 
the well-known scene at Bethany clearly proves. Jesus 
was at supper in the house of Simon the Pharisee, and 
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Mary^ the sister of Lazarus^ had anointed His feet 
with very precious ointment. But the action^ beautiful 
and significant though it was^ was not allowed to pass 
unchallenged. And if we may follow the account 
given by the Apostle John^ himself an eyewitness of 
the scene^ it was Judas who stirred up and voiced the 
general complaint against the seemingly purposeless 
waste. " Wkuy he asked^ ^' was not this ointment sold for 
three hundred pence, and given to the poor ? " (John 
xii. 4i f.; of. Matt. xxvi. 8 ; Mark xiv. 4). It was a 
specious plea^ more especially as coming from one in 
Judas' position as the guardiw of others' interests^ and 
may at the moment have succeeded in deceiving others 
as it probably deceived himself. But to St John^ look- 
ing back upon the incident in the light of subsequent 
events^ its real meaning was apparent^ and he did not 
hesitate to expose it : — " Now this he said, not because he 
cared for the poor; but because he was a thief and having 
the bag took away what was put therein'* (John xii. 6, R.V.). 
Already^ therefore^ the demon of avarice^ with its 
attendants of selfishness and dishonesty^ was at work 
in Judas' heart. The position of trust in which he had 
been placed^ instead of spurring him on to prove him- 
self worthy of it^ had brought with it temptations 
against which he had failed to stand. And the first 
steps — those steps that count so much — ^in the down- 
ward path had already been taken. 

5. Of the rapidity of his fall henceforth our next 
mention of Judas is only too clear a witness. For it 
was very shortly after this — St Matthew and St Mark 
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indeed bring the two events into close connexion — 
that we find Judas going to the chief priests^ and far 
the sake of thirty pieces of silver agreeing to betray 
Jesus into their hands^ when a fitting opportunity 
should present itself (Matt. xxvi. 14 ff. ; Mark xiv. 10 £; 
Luke xxii. 3 ff.) (note 2). 

It is an act of treachery which seems almost too 
black to be possible. And in consequence the most 
strenuous efforts have been made to explain it away 
altogether^ and to show that Judas was in reality act- 
ing from mistaken^ rather than ^m sinful motives. 
Thus he has been represented as a brave man, in- 
tensely zealous for his country's good, who, because 
he had come to persuade himself that the ministry of 
Jesus was likely to do his fellow-countrymen harm, on 
patriotic grounds delivered Him to the rulers. Or 
again, witi^ a greater show of plausibility, it has been 
argued that, inspired by theocratic visions, Judas was 
anxious to hasten on a crisis in Jesus' histoiy. Having 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah, he was bitterly dis- 
appointed at the slow progress His cause had hitherto 
made. But if once, so he argued with himself, Jesus 
found His life in real danger. He would be bound to 
assert Himself. And the moment that He exerted 
His miraculous powers, the people would rally to His 
side, and His triumph would be complete (note d). 

But for all this fair show of reasoning there is ab- 
solutely no confirmation in Scripture. Everything 
there rather points directly in the o{^x)6ite direction. 
Thus, if this had been all that Judas intended, how 
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could Jesus ever have described him as ^^a devit" 
(John vi. 70), or have referred to him later as " the son 
of perdition" (John xvii. 12)? Or again, how was it 
tiiat over Judas, and Judas alone, so far as we know, 
the tragic sentence was pronounced, " It had been good 
for that man, if he had not been bom " (Matt. xxvi. 24^ ? 
However anxious then we may be to find excuses for 
Judas, we cannot shut our eyes to the real guilt of his 
conduct, or fail to see that what marked out his sin 
as deserving of terrible condenmation was that it was 
such a flagrant abuse of all the bonds of friendship 
and love. It was the Apostle turned traitor : the man 
whom Jesus had called to a place in the innermost 
circle of His followers actually using that place to 
further his own selfish and guilty ends. 

6. For the motives by which Judas was impelled 
were doubtless more varied than they are sometimes 
represented. Avarice, as we have already seen, had a 
place amongst them. But along with tlids there may 
well have been a feeling of angry disappointment as 
he realized how little good his connexion with Jesus 
had brought him, and a consequent revengeful attitude 
towards Jesus Himself. And last, but not least, would 
there not be the sense of disquiet and dispeace which 
a sinful man always feels in the presence of one purer 
and holier than himself, especially when he luiows 
that his sin has been discovered ? 

From some such mixed motives, at any rate, we 
may picture to ourselves Judas driven along, or rather 
suffering himself to be driven along. For if more 
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were needed to deepen the sense of the Apostle's 
guilty does it not lie in the deliberate, calculated way 
in which his treachery was gone about? Even after 
his unholy compact with the chief priests, he still con- 
tinued to occupy his usual place among the Twelve. 
He was present in the Upper Room at the great fare- 
well meeting between the Master and His disciples. 
He had his feet washed along with the rest in token 
of the cleansing power of Jesus' love. He eren 
shared, though this is sometimes denied, in the 
eucharistic bread and wine. And not till every effort 
which mercy and compassion could devise to turn him 
from his dread purpose had been exhausted, and ex- 
hausted in vain, did the unhappy man receive the 
'^ sop" which told two at least of his brother- Apostles 
who was the traitor in their midst (John xiii. 26). 
^' Then" in the solemn words of Scripture, ^' entered 
Satan into Mm" and he ^^ went immediately out" ^^ And" 
adds St John, with evident reference to the darkness 
of the errand on which he was bound, " it was night " 
(John xiii. 27, 30) (note 4). 

7. It is unnecessary to recall the precise manner in 
which the betrayal of Jesus was at length effected ; 
the circumstances are so well known. Nor do they 
thrown any additional light on the character of Judas, 
unless mention be made of the kiss, the demonstrative 
kiss (" kissed Him much" Matt. xxvi. 49, R.V. marg.), 
by which the traitor identified Jesus for His foes. It 
was a sign of Judas' own devising. So anxious was 
he that there should be no risk of the miscarriage of 
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his infamous plot^ and that even Jesus should be 
deceived (so he idly thought) as to his intentions^ that 
he arranged to give Him the kiss^ which was the cus- 
tomary mode of a disciple's saluting his Master. 
Does it seem almost too wanton an insult ? Yet even it 
does not disturb the matchless calm and self-possession 
of Jesus. " Friend" He at once replied^ " do that for 
which thou art come" (Matt. xxvi. 50, R.V.), adding, 
according to another account, "Judas, betrayett thou 
the Son of man with a kiss ? " (Luke xxii. 48). It 
would be one of the saddest moments in the whole 
earthly life of Jesus. He was prepared to die : it was 
for that He had come. He knew the bitter hostility 
with which He was regarded by the Jewish rulers, 
and could understand their using every means to 
eflTect their unholy purposes. But that they should 
have found an instrument amongst His chosen 
Apostles, well might the Saviour grieve with some 
such grief as George Herbert has so reverently 
described : — 

" With clubs and staves they seek Me as a thief. 
Who am the way of truth, the true reHef, 
Most true to those who are My greatest grief. 
Was ever grief like Mine ? 

" Judas, dost thou betray Me with a kiss ? 
Canst thou find hell about My lips, and miss 
Of life just at the gates of life and bliss ? 
Was ever grief like Mine ? " 

8. What became of Judas after Jesus was led away 
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an unresisting captive to the palace of the high priest 
we are not told. But no sooner had he learned that 
Jesus had actually been condemned to death by the 
Jews^ and that steps were being taken to get Pilate 
to ratify the sentence^ than the full meaning of his 
treacherous conduct was borne in upon the wretched 
man. And driven by remorse and despair^ he hurried 
once more into the presence of the men to whom he 
had sold himself as well as his X^rd. ^^ / have sinned" 
was now his bitter cry, a cry in which we may see at 
least the beginnings of a true confession working 
within him, ^^ in that I betrayed innocent blood." But 
for him in his misery those hardened men had no 
comfort. " What is that to us?" was their cynical 
answer : " See thou to it" (Matt, xxvii. 4, R.V.). And 
maddened by conflicting passions, Judas could only 
fling the pieces of silver, the price of blood he had 
received a few hours before, ringing on the temple 
floor. "And he went away and hanged himself" (Matt 
xxvii. 5) (note 5). 

It was a heaostrong, sinful act, the act of a man 
who all along had taken his fortunes into his own 
hands ; but it at least shows us that the soul of Judas 
was not utterly seared and dead. Better, surely, that 
he should have acted as he did, than that he should 
have lived complacently on, enjoying the consequences 
of his crime, sunning himself in the favour of the men 
to whom he had sold his Lord. ^^ Judas despairful 
is a better man than Judas respectable had been; 
and if his remorse has touched the heart of man into 
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pity, who shall say that it found or made severe and 
pitiless the heart of God ? " (note 6). 

Notes 

1. Other derivations of ''Iscariot^ connecting it with 
askara, '^strangulation,** or sheker, "\ie/^ or iskortja, 
'^ leathern apron/* are much less prohahle. 

2. Thirty shekels was the price of a slave (Ezod. xxi. 82). 
It was equal to ahout £4 of our money, though, according 
to the then value of money, it represented ahout douhle 
that purchasing amount. St Matthew alone mentions the 
exact sum (chap. xxvi. 15). 

3. Amongst those who have taken this view are Whately 
in his Lectures on the Character of our Lord^s Apostles, hy a 
Coimtry Pastor (London : Parker, 1851), and De Quincey 
in his famous Essay on Judas. 

4. The Lord*s answer regarding the traitor was addressed 
directly to John, and was apparently communicated hy him 
only to Peter, at whose instigation the question had heen put. 
It is often thought that Jesus, with Peter and John, were 
occupying a couch hy themselves. What passed between 
them ne^ not, therefore, necessarily have been known to 
the other Apostles. 

5. The difSculty of reconciling the two accounts of 
Judas*s end in Matt, xxvii. 8-10 and Acts i. 16-20 is well 
known, and it is probably *' better to recognize the fact 
that we have here two different traditions, of which that in 
the Gospel is nearer in time to the event, and probably 
nearer to the truth** (Plummer, Art. Judas Iscariot in Hast- 
ings' Dictionary of the Bible, vol. ii. p. 798). 

6. The quotation is from Principal A. M. Fairbaim*s 
chapter on "The Betrayer" in his Studies in the Life of 
Christ. Special reference may also be made to the section 
devoted to Judas in Dr Hanna*s Our Lor^s L\fe on Earth 
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and to two sennons by Dr Samuel Cox in Expositions, voL L 
pp. 331 ff. 

The old legend that on account of an act of charity done 
to a leper at Joppa Judas was allowed an hour's respite 
from hell once a year has found fine expression in Matthew 
Amold^s poem^ Saint Brandan. 

Points for Inquiry 

1. Distinguish the four persons who bore the name of Judas 
under its Hebrew form Judah in the Old Testament^ and 
the six persons so known in the New Testament. 

2. Contrast the fall and repentance of Peter and Judas. 

3. Find other examples from the Bible of the evil of 
covetousness. 

4. Discuss^ in relation to the history of Judas^ the line: 
" False face must hide what the false heart doth know." 



CHAPTER XII 

THE APOSTOLIC MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

*'Atthe FcUher hath sent Me, even so tend I pou." 

John xx. 21, R,V. 

''And no one asks his fellow any more 
' Where is the promise of His Coming ? ' but 
' Was He revealed in any of His lives 
As Power, as Love, as Influencing Sotd ? ' " 

B. Bbownino. 

** With bowed heads and open hearts may we offer ourselves. We 
can do no more, and we dare do no less." 

Bishop Wmtcott. 

1. We have finished our survey of the characters of 
the individual Apostles. And what we have learned 
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regarding them can hardly fail to have deepened our 
sense of wonder^ that men in themselves so weak and 
erring^ should have proved sufficient for so mighty a 
task. For that> with one sad exception^ they did 
succeed in their high callings and bear faithful witness 
to their Lord^ the after-Mstory of Christ's Church 
clearly proves. The only adequate explanation is 
that with their commission they were endowed with 
the means of fulfilling it^ in accordance with their 
Master's parting promise : '^ Ye shall receive pofver, 
when the Holy Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall 
he My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judasa 
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth " 
(Acts i. 8, R.V.). 

The same promise still holds good^ and it is accom- 
panied by the same charge. It may be well therefore 
in a closing chapter to draw attention to one or two 
marks which must always distinguish the Church of 
Christ if she is to be true to her Apostolic mission. 
And for this purpose the words which her Risen Head 
and Lord Himself addressed to His assembled disciples 
at Jerusalem may fitly serve us as a guide^ "As the 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you'* (John xx. 21^ 
R.V.). 

2. The exact form of the language in the original is 
most significant^ and it is difficult to bring out its full 
force in a translation. Thus different words are used 
in the two clauses to express the idea of " send," the 
first of which conveys the notion of a special com- 
mission, the second nothing more than the personal 
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relation of the sender to the sent. And while the 
first verb is in the perfect tense^ showing that the 
mission of Christ is regarded in its abidhig issues^ 
the second is in the present^ pointing to the disciples' 
mission as beginning with their reception of the 
new life that had been bestowed upon them. 

But while this is so^ the words taken generally 
undoubtedly express ''a resemblance of character 
between the mission of Christ and the mission of 
His Apostles^ and not merely a resemblance of 
form " (Westcott). The Lord makes His own mission 
the foundation and example of the Church's mission ; 
the latter is no new mission^ but a carrying oat of the 
former. And it is only therefore^ in so far as His 
disciples enter into their Master's mind and work^ that 
they can still hope to fulfil their Apostolic function in 
the world (note 1). 

S. The mission of Christ may be defined in many 
ways^ but for our present purpose it is sufficient to 
recall that He came to execute the three-fold office 
of Prophet — of Priest — and of King. 

(1) He came as Prophet, bringing us a message 
from on high^ revealing in a manner beyond our 
reach^ the character and will of God. Not indeed 
that before Christ came God had left Himself wholly 
without a witness. *^ By divers portions and in divert 
manners *' He had spoken to the fathers '^ in the pro- 
phets" ; but now all these broken and imperfect 
revelations were gathered up in the one perfect 
revelation " in a Son *' (Heb. i. 1, 2, R, V.). No longer 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APOSTOLIC MISSION OF THE CHURCH 95 

could the world be in any doubt as to what God's 
purposes regarding it were. He, whose very coming 
was a proof of infinite love, could only proclaim a 
message, whose keynote was love. 

(2) But Christ came also as Priest, reconciling, 
uniting us to God. It is the first, the essential truth 
of His mission, without which much of His other work 
as Prophet or as King would be meaningless. The 
angels announced it when they heralded His birth : 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace " (Luke 
ii 14). His human name Jesus proclaimed it: ^^ Jesus; 
for He shall save His people from their sins" TMatt.!. 21). 
His words and His works were a continual witness to 
it : "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners" ; " The 
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost " 
(Matt. ix. IS ; Luke xix. 10, R,V.). His death, above 
all, is unintelligible apart from it, for however great 
the mystery that must for ever surround that death, 
it cannot be understood at all unless we believe that 
He ''was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our Justification " (Rom. iv. 25) ; while, now that 
Christ has ascended into heaven, it is still as '^a 
merciful and faithful high priest . . . able to save to the 
uttermost " that we are taught to regard Him (Heb. ii. 
17 ; vii 25) (note 2). 

(£) Nor does Qirist only save as Priest, He also rules 
as King. The men whom He has redeemed stand to 
Him in the relation of subjects, and all the duties of 
the kingly office He exercises over them. What in 
them is hostile to His purpose, it is His task to subdue ; 
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when they in turn are subjected to the assaults of 
others^ it is His privilege to defend. '^ He, when He 
had ofitred one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat dawn on the 
right hand of God ; from henceforth expecting till His 
enemies be made the footstool of His feet , , . On His thigh 
a name written, King of Kings and Lord of Lords " (Heb. 
xii. IS f. ; Rev. xix. 16). 

4. Such, then, is our Lord's mission, and in it, as we 
have already seen. His disciples are still called upon 
to share. 

(1) The prophetic aspect of the Church's work must 
be clear to all. She has to bear witness to the truth 
" once for all delivered unto the saints " (Jude S, R.V.), and 
to hand down unimpaired ^' the good deposit " (2 Tim. 
i. 14, R.V., marg.), of which she has been appointed 
steward. This is not to say, of course, that the truth 
is always to be presented in the same way, or that the 
outward features of our Lord's and His Apostles' 
ministries are to form an exact model for His servants 
to-day. Circumstances have altered widely, bringing 
with them new conditions and modes of thought and 
work. But through all changes the unchanging mes- 
sage still remains, because it is wrapped up in One 
who changes not — "Jesus Christ the same yesterday^ 
and to-day, and for ever " (Heb. xiii 8). It is, above 
all, in bearing witness to Him that the prophetic 
office of the Church consists, in commending Him 
anew to men's hearts and lives by her words and by 
her works. " We must be Christ to those we would 
win for Christ." 
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(2) And in so winning them^ have we not also our 
share in our Master's priestly work ? It is a word from 
which^ applied to the Churchy men sometimes shrink. 
They have come to associate it with certain undue 
claims made on behalf of a particular order of clergy^ 
and with priesthood connect the very different and 
wholly uncommendable priestcraft. But let the word 
be used in the wide sense in which we have already 
applied it to our Lord ; let it be defined as He defined 
it : '^ The Son of man came not to he ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many " (Mark 
X. 45) ; let it be remembered that all Christians^ and 
not any one class among them^ are priests^ and that 
they are so^ not apart from^ but in their great Head 
and Lord^ and then we shall better grasp the truth on 
which Scripture lays such stress : '' Unto whom coming, 
a living stone, refected indeed of men, but with God elect, 
precious, ve also, as living stones, are built vp a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to ojff^er up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. ii. 4^ 5, 
R.V.). 

On its atoning side of course Christ's sacrifice was 
once and for all complete ; but to His followers it is 
left in the same spirit of self-denying love to bring 
home the full meaning of that sacrifice to the world. 
To the strong it is given to take up some weaker 
brother into his strength, that together they may 
stand firm in the Lord ; to the prosperous and well-to- 
do to supply the wants of the poor and needy, that no 
part of the Body should suffer want. All that con- 

G 
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cems men's welfare is the concern of the Church of 
Qirist, and bj the ministration of tiie manifold gifts 
of grace entrusted to her^ she seeks ever to raise 
humanity to God. 

(3) Lastly^ the Church shares also in Christ's kingfy 
office. She is called upon to rule^ to influence^ to 
gtdde those who submit themselves to her sway. The 
young have to be trained in the ways of righteous- 
ness and peace^ which wiU alone make them fit sob* 
jects of a heavenly King ; the careless have to be 
admonished ; the sinful and erring rebuked ; while all 
her members by a mutual love said symfMithy strive to 
help one another. And it is only when sJl Christ's 
professing followers are faithful in their witness^ loving 
in their service^ and loyal in their allegiance, that the 
Saviour's cause wiU be truly advanced in the world. 
" Then fearless walk we forth. 
Yet full of trembling, messengers of God, 
Our warrant sure but doubting of our worth. 
By our own shame alike and glory aw'd." 

** Uato Him that loveth ns, and loeeed ns from our siiii by 
His blood ; and He made us to be a kingdom, to be priests 
unto His God and Father ; to Him be the glory and tiie 
dominion for ever and ever.'' 

Nores 

1. For the exegesis of John xx. 21 see especially Weeir 
cott. The Gospel according to St John, additional note in loco ; 
and the same writer's The Beueiation of the Risen Lord, 
pp. 84 ff. On the whole subject of this chapter the 
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Bishop of Worcester's Lectures on The Divine Mission of the 
Church (London : John Murray^ 1892) will he found very 
suggestive. 

2. The pre-eminence of Christ's priestly office is very 
marked in the Epistle to the Hehrews^ and underlies the 
whole course of the argument Reference may he permitted 
to the present writer's^ The Theolo^ of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews (Edinburgh ; T. & T. Clark, 1899), chaps, vi. and 



Points for Inquiry 

1. Trace the ideas of (1) the witness, and (2) the priest- 
hood of Christian believers throughout the New Testament. 

2. Show from Scripture how the Church of Christ is one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic. 

3. Discuss Dante's saying, ^^The Form of the Church, the 
Life of Christ " (Forma Ecclesi4B, Vita Christi), 

4. Define the relation of Apostolic Work to Modem 
Ideals in the light of Tennyson's words — 

'^ The old order changeth, yielding place to new. 
And God fulfils Himself in many ways 
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world." 
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